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"Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together"Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together

is progress, working together is su
ccess."is progress, working together is su
ccess."

H E N R Y  F O R DH E N R Y  F O R D



Funding ProcurementFunding Procurement
Secured numerous grants and funding for local natural resource
projects.

$250,000 for landscape scale hazardous fuels mitigation efforts
along the Beartooth Front.
$28,000 for the post-flood River Assessment Triage Team.
$27,000 to treat noxious weeds on small and large acreage
properties throughout the watershed.
$5,000 for the Stillwater Rosebud Water Quality Initiative. 
$42,500 raised through MT Gives and at the Annual Summer
Celebration. 
$32,000 garnered from direct donations. 
$8,900 raised from SVWC memberships (255 members).
$25,000 received from Sibanye Stillwater Mine to offset
coordination and project management expenses to pursue
SVWC's goals. 

2023 marked the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council’s (SVWC) 13th year as a non-profit organization. With a
dedicated board of directors at the helm, we continue to make great strides in a range of program areas that
are important for all of us here in our local watershed. Successful expansion of natural resource programs and
increased community involvement has enabled the SVWC to continue fostering collaboration with local
constituents, agencies, and other nonprofits throughout the Stillwater Valley. Since our inception in 2010, the
SVWC has secured $1.29 million in grant funds for on-the-ground natural resource enhancement projects and
programs that have benefited our watershed and those who live and recreate here, both human and wildlife. 

Community InvestmentsCommunity Investments
Engaged 1500 people in SVWC sponsored programs, mailings, online
outreach and educational events. 

Awarded $137,000 in cost-share to individuals in the local
community for natural resource enhancement projects. 
Hosted the third annual Weeds, Water  & Wildfire (3W’s)
Workshop in conjunction with Carbon County Weed District.
Engaged more than 100 students in 6 grade levels at Absarokee
Elementary Schools.
Presented SVWC’s programs and accomplishments to over 30
state FFA leaders at their summer training. 
Logged over 1100 volunteer hours from 70+ local constituents. 



Noxiuos Weed ControlNoxiuos Weed Control
Coordinated several noxious weed control projects, enabling SVWC to
collaborate with multiple agencies and hundreds of local landowners for
ongoing Cooperative Weed Control Programs (CWCP).
Small Acreage  CWCP (<20 acres):

Enrolled 100 participating landowners (1,700 acres) using seven
commercial applicators to treat noxious weeds on 180 acres. 

Large Acreage CWCP: (>20 acres)
Worked with 14  landowners, representing 24,600 acres, to treat 390
acres via aerial and ground applications. 

Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP)
Treated 500 acres on US Forest Service grazing allotments and
heavily traveled corridors leading into the recreational areas.

Improved public awareness through locally led campaigns.
Weeds, Water and Wildfire Workshop (40 attendees)
Annual Stillwater River Float & Pull (28 volunteers) 
Backpack sprayer fill day 

Forest Health & Wildfire MitigationForest Health & Wildfire Mitigation
Reduced catastrophic wildfire risk, while simultaneously improving
forest health, on large and small forested properties within the
Stillwater watershed. 

Completed hazardous fuels mitigation projects on 8 properties,
encompassing over 3,500 acres.
Improved the wildfire resiliency on 67 acres through prescriptive
tree thinning practices.
Awarded $66,000 in cost-share to forest landowners throughout
the watershed.
Informed over 500 valley residents and statewide stakeholders
through one on one communications, social media platforms and
targeted mailings about the importance of improving wildfire
resiliency and enhanced forest health practices.



Finan c ial Summary , Janua ry-De c emb e r 2023Finan c ial Summary , Janua ry-De c emb e r 2023

Tim Schaff, Chair | Dirk Pelton, V. Chair | Cedar Magone, Secretary | 
Fay Espeland, Treasurer | Butch Behrent | Laura Blond | Chris Fleck | 
Noel Keogh | Tom Kircher | Karen Marts | Bill Mytton | Tyrele Schaff

Lindsey Clark, SVWC Coordinator | Tommy Flanagan, Assistant Coordinator

Water Quality & Stream HealthWater Quality & Stream Health
Lead voluntary water stewardship projects and post-flood remediation
efforts grounded in shared knowledge and commitment to our
community’s dedicated investments in local water resources. 

Completed the third year of the Stillwater Rosebud Water Quality
Initiative water monitoring project, collecting baseline samples at nine
sites on four tributaries encompassing 116 river miles.
Merged local funds to launch a River Assessment Triage Team to
assess post-flood trends, issues, and reoccurring impacts giving best
practice recommendations in a consolidated report.
Hosted two community outreach presentations for valley residents
about the stream permitting process and post-flood remediation
options.

RevenuesRevenues ExpensesExpenses
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"We will provide an open forum in which all interested parties may work
in a collaborative effort to sustain our rural quality of life to protect

and enhance our natural resources. We seek to understand all points of
view, come to a common goal and work for practical solutions. We are

committed to research and educating valley residents and the public about
our watershed and the steps we can take to preserve and maintain the

integrity of the river, the land and the beauty of our valley"

The SVWC prides itself on the cooperation and support of over 250 members and donors. This map highlights the
distribution of members, although mostly focused in Montana, spread throughout 26 other states across the
country! With a common goal in mind, this support has enabled the SVWC’s monumental growth and success since
inception in 2010.

S V W C ’ S  M I S S I O N



Franny & Franny Abbott Chip Dawson Tom & Jennifer Hanly Afton Lamoreaux Sandra Peck Marvin & Lisa Sticka

Terry & Charlene Adams David Debats Steve & Cheryl Harris Bert Lane Stan & Cheryl Pelton Stillwater River Ranch LLC

Pam Nelson & Mark Albrecht Pieter & Michele DeGroat Bill & Betty Hart Lazy Y Diamond Bar Ranch Garth & Beth Pelton Stillwater Vet Clinic

Mary Jane Alstad Dan & Lorraine Deibler Jon & Kathryn Hartley Tim & Pati Lechner Dirk & Rachelle Pelton Richard Stockton

Jim Bill & Debbie Anderson Deb DePietro J.O. & Erica Hash David & Anne Leimser Travis Peterson Nancy Story

Brook & Renee Anderson Tracey & Anita DeRudder Hayhook Cattle Co. Johhny Leuthold Joseph & Tracy Planichek Tom Stover

Anderson Family Trust Geri Devilbiss Dick Heard David Leuthold Jack & Lynne Putsche Jay & Virginia Sulser

Chris & Sherri  Arnold Gary DeWolf Jodi Heard Raymond Lien Lowell & Ruth Quenemoen Dave & Jeanne Sutton

Arnold Green Meadow Ranch Torian Donohoe Ken & Dorothy Hegg Hank & Barbara Lischer
David Rimland & Kathleen
Ralph

Scott & Brenda Swanson

Saralee Melnick & Tom Astle Kyle & Anna Donohoe Dick Henry Amber Lofing Russell Ratcliff Clint & Marty Teegardin

Scott & Lea Avilla Paul & Cathy Donohoe Robert Herronen Michael & Joanne Louis Randy & Holly Reed Mark Templeton

Doug & Jeri Banning Alan & Amy Drain Hertzler Ranch Operations Darrell & Karen Luera Karen Reiner Tim Thompson

John Beers Gerald & Sara Eaks Alex & Andrea Heyneman Alice Madison Kenneth & Lee Ann Reiter Darryl & Linda Thompson

Butch & Kim Behrent and
Family

Barbara Edmundson Sarah Higgins Hugh & Cedar Magone Polly Rex Jesse Licht & Molly Tollefson

Billings Police Protective Assoc. Terry & Shari Ekwortzel Mike Hillygus Webb & June Mandeville Riddles Cliff HOA Chad Trees

Bill & Colleen Black William Enright Lee & Mary Kay Hitchner Robert & Gretchen Marlin Ritter Properties Trust Joe Treptow

Jim & Lavaun Black Nate & Fay Espeland HMJ Ranch Steve & Karen Marts Melissa Raphan & Tom Rock Hank & Linda Tuell

Laura Blond Dean & Patti Evans Paul & D’Anne Holley John & Mary K. Matovich Andy & Reg Rockefeller JayeCee Turpin

Sara Bollman Harrison & Susan Fagg Lance & Christine Hoskins Paul & Donna McClure Tom & Andrea Rogoff Jolanda VanOoyen

Joe Brand Bruce & Patricia Fain Nicholas & Kaite Howes Barbara McKay Jim & Lin Roscoe Alfred & Sandra Verschoot

Richard & Karlene Bridges Ron & Kay Faust Jerry & Deborah Jacobs Stephen & Cynthia Merriam Trenton & Sarah Russell Nathan & Sara Walston

George Buchner Brian & Cynthia Favero-Heikes Tim & Gail Janiak Michunovich Family Charles & Lana Sangmeister Tim & Shirlene Watts

Michael & Debra Buckley Tom & Carol Feeley Wanda Jenkins Patti Miller Olivia Sartori Colleen Weast

Buffalo Jump HOA Bill Flanagan Blaine Jensen Merrilen Miller Ralph & Marlene Saunders Shad & Casey Weber

Theresa Burkhart Chris & Donna Fleck Nik & Connie Job Barb Bryant & Scott Mitchell Lane & Jamie Scelzi Kyle Weldon

John & Kathy Businger Ted & Chris Fleury Kent & Michael Ann Johnson Doug & Sheryl Moffett Tim & Deb Schaff Harold & Linda Wham

Howard & Mona Butler Ty & Jennifer France David & Sandra Joys Katherine Moler Gary Schaff David & Cindy Whisenhunt

Michael & Jeanette Cantrell Austin Frank Patrick & Charlotte Karnos Mark Moser Schaundra Schaff Wanda Wilcox

Kathy Cardiff Catherine Frazer Mike & Lainey Keene Bill Muldoon David Schaffer Lee Wilder

John & Laurie Carrel James Frock
Stephanie Truesdale & John
Keller

Bill & Janice Mytton Frank & Deborah Schaner Arleen Boyd & Frank Willett

Veronica Carter Eileen Gabel Tim Russell & Joyce Kelley Ken & Irene Nelson Kurt & Kathy Schibler Ben & Ginger Williams

Kevin & Katrin Chandler Robert Gahagan Brian & Sue Kelley H. Peter Norstrand Terry Schreiner Tim & Theresa Wilson

Bud Chenault Mick & Lynette Gainan Noel & Penny Keogh Nye Community Church David Seibert Clyde & Sonja Windecker

Julia Childs Jessica Garruto Angela & Brad Kerzman Peter & Lynette Nygaard Werner & Debbie Seibert Teddi Winge

Doug Ezell & Sharon
Christensen

Pete Gaustad Bob & Kathy Kirch Feldon & Pam Oliver Jay Selle Tom & Barbara Winkle

Kathleen Cochrane Deb Griffin Paul & Maureen Klaboe Dale Orth Dick & Cathy Tobin Sholley WNVIII LLC

David & Rebecca Crocket Ryan & Staci Grimm Lawrence & Karen Klee Tom & Angie Osborne John & Marilyn Simmons Tom and Kelly Wolfe

Pat & Linda Cunningham Mark Rapf & Anne Gunn Michele Koch Lee & Mary Park Jeremiah & Melodee Skiles Theo Yanzick

Don & Nancy Dallas Raymond & Virginia Guthrie Jim & Marilyn Kohles
Stephanie Reynolds & Thom
Park

Pamela Snowden Scot & Ronis Yanzick

Mitchell Davis Beverly Hall John & Tiki Kominsky Don & Tommye Parker Gail Snyder Matt & Melissa Young

Scot Davison Paula Halverson Sharon Kruse Charley & Jane Parker John & Rita Somers-Flanagan

Greg & Justine Dawson Ardelle & Anne Halvorson Steve & Kim Kynast Traute Parrie Jim & Andrea Stampfel

Mark & Patricia Hamilton Frank & Jennifer Lamm Bill & Janet Pascoe Lee & Betsy Steffanich

DonorsDonors We can't thank our members and donors enough, this work would not be
possible without your support. When you donate, you truly make a difference!

Franny & Franny Abbott | Absarokee Community Foundation | Donnes Construction | First Interstate Bank | Grimm Family |
Johnny Leuthold | Nye Community Foundation | Andy & Reg Rockefeller | Sibanye Stillwater Mine | 

Stillwater Protective Association

A Special Thank you To Event Sponsors & Donors over $1000A Special Thank you To Event Sponsors & Donors over $1000


