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OUR STORY

SVWC CONTINUES TO REACH SOARING HEIGHTS 
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Our Mission 

We will provide an open forum in 
which all interested parties may work 
in a collaborative effort to sustain our 
rural quality of  life and protect and 
enhance our natural resources. We 
are committed to research and 
educating our Stillwater Valley 
residents and the public about our 
watershed and the steps we can take 
to preserve and maintain the 
integrity of  the river, the land and 
the beauty of  our valley. We will 
endeavor to bring together public, 
private and government resources, 
funding and grants to achieve our 
goals.  

Board of Directors 
Tim Schaff, Chairman          
Dirk Pelton, Vice Chair 

Raymond Lien, Secretary 
Fay Espeland, Treasurer 

Clint Branger 
Cindy Green 

J.O. Hash 
Tom Kircher 
Noel Keogh 
Bill Mytton 
Sandra Peck 

Theo Yanzick 

Lindsey Clark, 
SVWC Coordinator 

“Work hard in silence, let your 
success be your noise.”

- Frank Ocean

STILLWATER VALLEY 
WATERSHED COUNCIL  

Making a Difference in the Stillwater Valley, MT

OFFICIALLY FORMED IN 2010 BY 
LOCAL GRASSROOTS VOLUNTEERS 
with a passion for ensuring the Stillwater Valley 
remain a pristine watershed, the SVWC aims to 
maintain the rural quality of  life for those who 
have discovered its beauty and benefits to the 
soul.  

The SVWC emphasizes the importance of  
utilizing the land properly to enhance natural 
resources so that future opportunities may exist. 
Current and future efforts have/will focus on: 

Encouraging noxious weed control through cost-share programs; 
Funding three separate river assessment projects in the past four 
years (110 river miles); 
Providing opportunities for local watershed irrigation infrastructure 
and stream bank stabilization improvement projects; 
Releasing numerous short outreach videos promoting the 
importance of  natural resource management; 
Organizing hazardous fuels reduction projects along the wild land 
urban interface areas of  the Beartooth front.  

The SVWC shows no sign of  slowing. The steadfast SVWC board 
envisions ongoing community education and outreach regarding land 
stewardship, water rights, forest health and rural living. We will 
continually endeavor to bring together public, private, and government 
resources, funding and grants to achieve community goals. 

The Stillwater Valley is a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family, 
the SVWC hopes our programs will enhance the quality of  your life just 
as they have for so many area resident and visitors. Because, we all 
must realize that our impacts go beyond TODAY. 

WE TRULY THANK YOU 
for investing in the future of 

YOUR watershed!

$185,000+
funds directly 

invested into the 
Stillwater Valley’s 
watershed for on-

the-ground projects 
in just 7 years!
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What a start to the New Year!!! Mother Nature is providing much needed moisture and snow pack 
for the 2018 growing season. Whether the moisture comes in the form of  snow, sleet or rain it is a blessing 
and we are always thankful. Speaking of  ”blessings” the Stillwater Watershed once again received generosity of  giving 
in the form of  time, and donations this past year. This provided much needed support in the fight against noxious 
weeds, continuation of  water/water quality projects and the beginning efforts for a fuel reduction project along the 
Beartooth Front. The coming year looks very promising for the Stillwater Watershed community! 

The SVWC board of  directors truly extends our thanks and gratitude for all the support provided. Acreage 
enrollment is increasing annually as positive efforts are witnessed in the fight against noxious weeds. The river 
assessment project has seen a completion with the last leg along the Lower Stillwater River to the confluence of  the 
Yellowstone River. We encourage all landowners along the Stillwater River, Rosebud River, and Fishtail Creek to 
review the individual river assessment reports. SVWC will welcome any interested adjacent landowners to the rivers 
mentioned to evaluate potential concerns addressed in the assessments. The progress of  the Yanzick/Riddle diversion 
head gate project may provide insight to what can be accomplished. Lastly, the fuel reduction project is in the 
planning stage. Our SVWC Coordinator will be providing articles within this newsletter which will be helpful to 
landowners and potential contractors as the project progresses. This project is looking to be a very challenging 
undertaking but one that has the potential to positively impact home/landowners residing in the Stillwater Watershed 
area along the Beartooth Front. Plan to attend the Annual Meeting January 27th and be sure and attend the Spring 
Forum later this year to find out more information on all the upcoming projects. 

It is important to remember that any accomplishments achieved not only in 2017 but since 2006 (the beginning of  the 
Upper Stillwater Weed Management Area), have been accomplished due to the continued support of  so many whom 
have shown a vested interest in the SVWC mission statement and goals. I would like to THANK YOU for the support 
which you have provided and let us look forward to a successful and joyful 2018.	 	 	 	  
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2018 Upcoming Events

JANUARY 20 - Beartooth Stock Association’s Annual Meeting, 1:30 pm  
	 	 Dinner to follow, Anipro Event Center 
JANUARY 27 - SVWC Annual Meeting & Potluck Supper, 1 pm  
	 	 Fishtail Community Center (more details on pages 4 & 8) 
FEBRUARY 1 - MSU Extension Initial Private Applicator Training, Columbus 
APRIL 14 - Lower Stillwater River Assessment presentation, VFW building, Fireman’s Point 
MAY - SVWC Spring Seminar, TBD 
JUNE 18-20 - Montana Range Days, Red Lodge 
AUGUST 11 - SVWC Annual BBQ & Auction Fundraiser 
AUGUST 12 - Stillwater River Float & Weed Pull, Nye 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Message from the Chairman, Tim Schaff

Tim.
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SVWC CELEBRATES SUCCESS IN 2017 

JULY, 2017 ~ SVWC HOSTS BIOCONTROL & PASTURE WORKSHOP

Workshop Highlights: 
Sponsored by MSU Extension, MT Biocontrol Coordination Project and SVWC; 
Collected 35 containers of  insects (2000 insects/container) made available for the participants to distribute 
on their properties for a total of  approximately 70,000 insects—it was a great day! 
Estimated value of  collections: $4,800.

AUGUST, 2017 ~ ANNUAL BBQ & AUCTION FUNDRAISER GROSSES OVER $13,000!  

Event Highlights:
Hosted by Clint Branger at his ranch south of  Roscoe;
Attended by 180+ supporters with the auction grossing nearly $13,000;
Raised $2,360 for the Lodgepole Complex Fire Relief  Fund! 

RIVER FLOAT & WEED PULL EVENT HAD RECORD YOUTH TURNOUT 

Float Highlights:
35 youth and adults floated, including 
six local 4Hers and three FFA members; 
10 boats/kayaks were loaded; 
Collected numerous large trash bags of  
spotted knapweed between Stillwater 
Mine and Moraine Fishing access!  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The SVWC sincerely thanks all who have supported SVWC’s endeavors to continue conservation stewardship education and natural resource enhancement 
programs!
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
WEED EDUCATION EXPERT RELOCATES TO STILLWATER COUNTY 

Shantell Frame-Martin, Project Coordinator for the Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign 
(MNWEC), relocated with her family to Absarokee, from Helena this past summer. The MNWEC is a 
collaborative effort between federal, state, county, tribal, university, and non-governmental land management 
agencies and noxious weed organizations to educate Montanans about noxious weeds and to encourage participation 
in ecologically based integrated weed management. The MNWEC is responsible for the development of  educational 
materials for on-the-ground use including: outdoor advertising, television and radio commercials, brochures, posters, 
curricula for use in schools, educational programs and presentations, as well as administration of  the Adopt a 
Trailhead Montana project and an online noxious weed training program for Montana’s realtors.  

Land management and conservation have always been at the forefront of  life’s direction for Shantell; throughout 
college and during the quest to earn her M.S., Shantell worked for the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, and while working towards her undergraduate degree, she worked for 
the US Forest Service, and the US Bureau of  Land Management. When not 
coordinating statewide noxious weed education efforts, Shantell enjoys spending time 
outdoors rafting Montana’s many rivers, fly fishing and big game hunting with her 
husband, exploring the wonders of  nature with her two outdoor adventuring children 
and two rambunctious fur kids. 

Shantell is always looking for new and exciting ways to teach others, especially school 
children, about noxious weeds and how to stop their spread. Two of  the programs 
Shantell has helped to develop are the, “Montana Invasive Species Education” and 
“Montana Noxious Weed Education Project” curricula folders designed for use in K-9 
classrooms. These folders are complete with lesson plans, supporting materials, 
invasive species music, coloring pages and much more! 

Website: WeedAwareness.org 
Contact: 406-328-4785; Shantell.frame@montana.edu 
Office location: 15 N Woodard, Absarokee, MT  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Above photo: Shantel l digging a hole for an Adopt a Trailhead Montana kiosk in the Kootenai National Forest.

SVWC ANNUAL MEETING SLATED FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 27 IN FISHTAIL 

Upcoming Fuels Mitigation Opportunities along the Beartooth Front 

Agenda
2:00 pm ~ Welcome, Lindsey Clark, SVWC Coordinator 
2:15 pm ~ Becoming Fire Adapted: Living with Fire in the Wildland Urban Interface,  
	 	 Chris Barth & Larry Elder, BLM 
2:45 pm ~ What’s happening with fuels reduction on federal lands along the Beartooth Front?  
	 	 Drew Grimes, USFS/Red Lodge Ranger District Fire Management Specialist 
3:15 pm ~ Key aspects of  a successful fuels mitigation plan, DNRC Forestry Representative  
4:00 pm ~ Fuels mitigation from a local contractor’s perspectives, Dave Russell & Casey Kircher 
4:30 pm ~ SVWC Updates, Misc. Business & Board Elections  
5:00 pm ~ Socializing & Potluck Supper 
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
STILLWATER CD HOSTS LOCAL WORKING GROUP MEETING 

What is a local working group? 
A Local Working Group gives community residents the opportunity to attend and express concerns that 

they have regarding natural resources. This gives the local Conservation District direction on prioritizing issues in 
the annual work plan that fits within their budget. This natural resource prioritization also directs how applications 
are prioritized and ranked within NRCS programs.   

Recommendations can include special target areas or specific concerns such as soil health, range health, specific 
weed species, wildlife habitat, eligible conservation practices, the need for new and innovative conservation 
practices, cost-share rates on conservation programs, and public 
outreach and information efforts. 

Local Work Group attendees should be diverse and focus on agricultural 
interests and natural resource issues existing in the local community and can 
include:  Agricultural producers, grazing districts, owners of  private 
forestland, irrigation districts, representatives of  agricultural and 
environmental organizations, MSU Extension, county weed departments., representatives of  gov’t agencies 
carrying out agricultural and natural resource conservation programs and activities (BLM, FSA, USFS, COE, 
FWS, FWP, DEQ, DNRC etc..), and even non-profit groups that have agriculture and natural resource concerns 
in their best interest.  

Please join us in developing an inventory of  what natural resource concerns and issues still need to be addressed in 
our district. Help us prioritize the work load and ultimately help direct Farm Bill Programs and other programs 
towards natural resource sustainability. You may call the office at 406-322-5359 ext. 101 or send your comments 
on natural resource concerns to the Stillwater Conservation District in Columbus, MT. 

WHEN: January 27, 2018, 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm (prior to SVWC’s Annual Meeting) 
WHERE: Fishtail Community Center, Fishtail, MT 
**SVWC’s Annual Meeting to follow from 2:00-5:00 which will be followed by a potluck supper. All are welcome 
to stay and attend the meeting and the potluck. 

MSU EXTENSION INITIAL PRIVATE PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING 

Training Details:  
February 1, Columbus Fire & Rescue Building, 944 E. Pike Ave  
8:00 am to 5:00 pm (lunch include with registration) 

Highlight Topics/Speakers Include:  
Reading the Pesticide Label, Amy Bowser, MSU Pesticide Education Tech 
Pesticide Safety and Pesticides in the Environment, Dr. Cecil Tharp, MSU Pesticide Education Specialist 
Integrated Pest Management, Dr. Jane Mangold, MSU Invasive Plant Specialist 
Sprayer Calibration, Mat Walter, MSU Extension, Musselshell County 

Register for the workshop online at pesticides.montana.edu/event.html by January 22 as space is limited. The cost  
is $15 payable online or at the door. Six pesticide applicator credits will be offered through this event.  
Questions?  Contact Amy Bowser at (994-5178) or Lee Schmelzer (322-8035).  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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATES—Noxious Weed Control 

COOPERATIVE WEED CONTROL PROGRAM ENROLLS 2000+ ACRES  

2 0 1 7 M A R K E D T H E 8 T H 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR of  the 
SVWC’s Cooperative Weed Control 
Program (CWCP). This program, 
intended for landowners with 40 
acres or less, targets noxious weeds 
such as spotted knapweed, leafy 
spurge, houndstongue and Canada 
thistle. 

Without steadfast support from area 
community foundations (Absarokee, 
Columbus, and Nye) as well as the 
U S F S ' s Re s o u r c e A d v i s o r y 
Committe and the Sidney E. Frank 
Foundation, this cost-share program 
would not be possible. These 
organizations continue to generously 
provide grant funds for cost-share to 
l a n d o w n e r s t h ro u g h o u t t h e 
Stil lwater River’s corridor to 
financially assist the treatment of  
noxious weeds. 

I n 2 0 1 7 , l a n d o w n e r s f r o m 
throughout the Stillwater watershed, 
which encompasses Nye to Roscoe 
across the Beartooth Front and from 
Dean to Columbus down the 
Stillwater drainage, participated in 
the weed control program. The 
target area again began at the Forest 
Service boundary on the upper 
Stillwater River and continued to 
subdivisions outside of  Nye, Fishtail, 
Roscoe, Absarokee, and Columbus, 
including properties in between.  

Final tallies for 2017 CWCP::  

140 participating 
landowners 

2000+ acres enrolled 

150 acres treated 

323 commercial applicator 
hours 

40+ volunteer hours 

$120 ave. cost savings per 
landowner (46% savings) 

Interested in the Cooperative Weed 
Control Program in 2018? Please 
contac t SVWC Coord inator, 
Lindsey Clark, at 406-780-1249 for 
more information.   

Inquiries can also be emailed to 
SVWC2010@hotmail.com.  

RMEF GRANT AIDS WEED TREATMENT THROUGHOUT 36,000 ACRES  

SINCE THE DERBY FIRE OF 
2006, the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation (RMEF) has long been a 
supporter of  enhancing the valley’s 
natural resources in order to 
improve area elk habitat 

SVWC’s noxious weed control 
endeavors inc lude cost - share 
programs focusing on improving 
such natural resources. Geared 
toward landowners with more than 
40 acres, this program would not be 
possible without the continued 
support of  the RMEF.  

In early 2017, a $20,000 grant was 
awarded to the SVWC for the use of  
controlling weeds on, or adjacent 
to, elk habitat.  

These funds assisted in treating 

890 acres of  prime elk habitat for 
weeds such as spotted knapweed, 
l ea fy spurge, hounds tongue, 
toadflax, sulfur cinquefoil, Canada 
thistle within the Stillwater 
Valley’s watershed.  

Twelve area landowners  
cumulatively enrolled nearly 

34,000 acres in this program 
throughout the past year. 

Over $10,000 remains in this grant 
pool to aid in cost-sharing 
noxious weed control efforts in 
2018. Contact Lindsey to enroll 
now! 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“The types of noxious weeds have 
been pointed out to us and we try to 
keep them controlled.Wish all 
neighbors would participate in this 
cooperative effort." A. Gillespie, in 
a recent CWCP survey 

Figure 1: Total acres enrolled in SVWC’s noxious weed control programs 2010-2017. 
Bar  graphs  include  both  the  small  acreage  CWCP and  the  RMEF large  acreage 
program’s enrolled acres.
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATES-Water Quality 

EXEMPT WATER RIGHTS AND HB110 

AN EXEMPT RIGHT IS A WATER RIGHT in existence before 
1973, exempted by statute from the two previous mandatory claim 
filing periods. These rights include existing rights for livestock and 
individual, as opposed to municipal, domestic uses based upon in-
stream and groundwater sources. Filing exempt water rights enables 
the enforcement of  the right against all other timely filed water rights 
in the state, including groundwater certificates and DNRC water use 
permits. In addition, if  exempt water rights are filed and recorded with 
DNRC, you are entitled to receive notice of  various water right 
proceedings in your basin. 

HB110, passed by the 65th Montana Legislature, requires all property 
owners in the State of  Montana to receive notice by July 1, 2017 of  an 
opportunity to file a claim for an Exempt Water Right. If  you, or prior 
owners of  your property, have used groundwater for individual 
domestic or stock purposes, or have owned stock that drink directly 
from a stream, or domestic use in stream before July 1, 1973, you have 
an opportunity to file for a water right. You may not claim existing 
water rights for other types of  purposes under this particular law. 

This legislation allows for filing of  exempt water rights on or before 
June 30th, 2019. An exempt from filing water right is one that was 
put to use before July 1, 1973. Therefore, now is the opportunity to file 
a claim on a water right which did not have to be filed during the 
previous claim filing periods (April 30, 1982 and 1993-July 1, 1996).  

Although you are not required to file a claim, if  you don’t file a claim, 
your water right will be subordinate (junior in priority date) to all other 
filed water rights.  

Basically, 
	 1) If  you DO NOT have a filed water right, from a well or 
developed spring, for your house or stock, that was drilled BEFORE 
1973, then you can file now and get the pre-1973 priority date. 
	 2) If  you DO NOT have a filed water right on a stream or creek, 
for stock water, that the stock drank from BEFORE 1973, then you 
can file now and get the pre-1973 priority date. 

To check on your water rights, please visit the DNRC Water Right 
Query site: http://wrqs.dnrc.mt.gov/default.aspx to see what has 
already been filed. Call 406-444-0560 for more information on HB110 
or follow this link: 
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/water/adjudication/hb-110-exempt-
claim-filing. 

Article adapted from Montana.gov website as well as 
publications related to HB110.
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3RD RIVER ASSESSMENT 
COMPLETED IN 2017 

Lower Stillwater River Assessment 
complete, final report to be released in 
early 2018!
The SVWC, working in partnership 
with the Stillwater Conservation 
District, secured funding in early 2017 
from a DNRC 223 Grant to pursue a 
professional comprehensive stream 
corridor assessment of  approximately 
14 miles of  the Lower Stillwater 
River, from Johnson Bridge to the 
confluence of  the Stillwater and 
Yellowstone Rivers at Columbus. The 
goals of  the hydrologic/geomorphic 
assessment were to:  

1) Provide a baseline for future stream 
migration, producing options for 
mitigation projects with the goal of  
protecting private property and ag lands 
as well as improving fish habitat in 
order to ensure resource sustainability. 
2)  Provide solutions for irrigators by 
eliminating the need for costly diversion 
repairs and/or relocations that would 
possibly disrupt healthy fisheries, 
produce unneces sary in - s t ream 
excavation activities, and create 
unstable erodible stream bank areas.  
3)  Provide conceptual alternatives for 
long- ter m improvement o f  the 
tributaries for the 125+ landowners 
adjacent to the targeted tributary which 
includes 3000+ irrigable acres via at 
least nine headgate structures.  

Once the report is complete (most 
likely late January), Warren Kellogg 
will be available to present his 
findings. A public meeting is planned 
for Saturday, April 14th at the VFW 
building along the 
Lower Stil lwater 
River at Fireman’s 
Point, Columbus. 
Stay tuned for 
more details!
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATES—Forest Health 

SVWC RECEIVES $270,000 FOR LOCAL HAZARDOUS FUELS MITIGATION PROJECT  

NO MATTER WHY YOU OWN YOUR LAND, 
you’ll likely agree that with ownership comes 
responsibility to protect its legacy. 

The Upper Stillwater Watershed Hazardous Fuels 
Mitigation Project is a new partnership dedicated to 
connecting forest landowners with resources to help you 
manage your land for your priorities.      

It may only be January, but fire is now a year-round 
reality. There is no time like the present to start making a 
plan for fire prevention BEFORE the summer heat and 
fuel conditions are even greater for a wildland fire event.  

The SVWC recently received $270,000, through a 3-
year DNRC Western States Wildland Urban Interface 
grant for such needs.  

For the outlying areas of  Absarokee, Nye, Fishtail, Dean 
and Roscoe, the SVWC is providing a pre-disaster 
planning and fuels reduction program for communities 
and outlying housing, subdivision and forested rangeland 
areas along the Beartooth Front.  

The SVWC has established this 
program with the intent of  helping 
on-the-ground fuels reduction work 
at a significant cost-share rate. This 
program will also aid in building 
capacity in local fire departments and 

area contractors to assist with outreach and education so 
that the program can be sustainable beyond the existence of  
the current grant funding structure.  

FUELS REDUCTION PROJECT 
The SVWC will provide professional fuels reduction 
planning and mitigation advice, at no cost through SVWC’s 
contracted fuels specialist as well as a significant cost-share 
rate for completed fuels mitigation work. 

The basic process is as follows: 
1) Landowner completes an application to participate in 

the program; 
2) Landowner is offered contractor options for the 

project (if  a selection has not already been made); 
3) Project is marked and a fair-cost assessment is 

completed by SVWC hired forestry professional; 
4) Contracts are signed between landowner and SVWC, 

and landowner and contractor; 
5) Mitigation work is completed; 
6) Project is inspected and approved by fuels program 

personnel; 
7) Contractor is paid by the landowner; invoices are 

submitted to SVWC project manager; 
8) Reimbursement request is submitted to funding entity; 
9) Landowner is reimbursed for expenses. 

OVERALL GOALS 
The primary goals of  this program are to protect human life 
and private property through fuels mitigation activities and 
public education for years to come. 
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DID YOU KNOW—“Each year, wild land fires 
consume hundreds of  homes in the Wildland-
Urban Interface (WUI). Studies show that as 
many as 80% of  the homes lost to wildland fires 
could have been saved if  their owners had only 
followed a few simple fire-safe practices.”  

Quote courtesy of  Montana Ready, Set, Go, Wildland Fire 
Action Guide 

More information on SVWC’s new fuels 
mitigation program will be available during 
SVWC’s Annual Meeting on January 27th, 2 
pm, Fishtail Community Center. See page 4 

for full agenda details!
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SVWC’s PARTNERSHIP WHEEL 

WITH A COMMON GOAL IN MIND, OUR PROJECT PARTNERS ARE AN INVALUABLE COMMUNITY ASSET! 
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NRCS

Resource 
Advisory 

Committee 
Grant

Parks

Fisheries

Cooperative participation 
for weed control, and 

water quality for fishing 
access site improvement

Water quality/
quantity  

improvement

Cost-share for 
small acreage 

Cooperative Weed 
Control Program

ACF Grant 
recipient 

(2011-2017)

NCF Grant 
recipient 

(2011-2017)

Cost-share for 
small acreage 

Cooperative Weed 
Control Program

MOU, est 
2015

MOU, 
est 2014

Annual donation to 
SVWC for program 

coordinations

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMENT

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMENT

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMENT

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMEN

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMENT

Natural resource 
education and outreach

223 Grant Renewable Resource 
Grant & Loan Program

Garrigus Ditch 
Efficiency 

Improvement 
Project

WATERSHED 
IMPROVEMENT

Upper Stillwater River 
Assessment; Rosebuds 

Assessment; Lower 
Stillwater River Assessment

Upper Stillwater 
Watershed Hazardous 

Fuels Mitigation Project

Noxious weed control & 
prevention education

Cost-share for large 
acreage Cooperative 

Weed Control Program

Cost-share for 
large acreage 
Cooperative 

Weed Control 
Program

Western States 
Wildland Urban 
Interface Grant

Yanzick/Brey-Riddle 
Headgate 

ImprovementProject

Forestry

Multi-Media 
Education 

Project

CCF Grant 
recipient 

(2015-2017)

Project  
Advisory 

Committee 
Grant

SEFF Grant 
recipient 

(2013-2017)

The SVWC prides itself  on the cooperation with 
numerous agencies and non-profits. This diagram 
shows the relationship the SVWC shares with various 
organizations, both locally and statewide.  It is these 
partnerships that have enabled the SVWC’s 
monumental growth and success in just seven years!
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~2017 SVWC Memberships~
2018 marks the 8th year since SVWC’s inception! WE TRULY APPRECIATE the support garnered by 
constituents over the years as we have grown and developed as an organization. It is our hope that 

SVWC programs and opportunities offered to you will continue to grown and enhance your watershed! 

Terry & Charlene Adams~Donna Allison~Mary Jane Alstad~Jim Bill & Debbie Anderson~Myron & Sue Anderson ~ Anderson Family 
Trust~Rollyn & Barbara Anvik~Corey & Kodi Arnold~Arnold Green Meadow Ranch~David & Kayce Arthun~Earl & Diana 
Atwood~Doug & Jeri Banning~Deb DePietro & Jim Bates~Beartooth Ranch~John & Laurie Beers~Ron & Kay Berklund~Billings Police 
Protective Assoc.~Don & Patricia Black~Jim & LaVaun Black~Henry & Laura Blond~John & Judy Bostedt~Arlene Boyd & Frank 
Willett~Andrea Brainard~Bruce Bricco~Pam Briggs~Julie Britton~Ken & Jan Britton~Broken Horn Ranch~David & Jinx Brown~Barb 
Bryant & Scott Mitchell~Mike & Debra Buckley~Dan & Theresa Burkhart~John & Diana Burton~Pat & Lois Butler~Mary 
Byron~Mike Campbell~Mike & Jeannie Cantrell~Veronica Carter~Bud & Becky Chenault~Sharon Christensen & Doug Ezell~Chris 
Clark~William & Melissa Collin~Jim & Bev Coverley~Richard & Virginia Cross ~Pat & Linda Cunningham~Don & Nancy 
Dallas~Todd & Tanya Daniels~Lynne Davis~Pieter & Michele DeGroat~Bob Delk~Julie Dickinson~Kyle & Anna Donohoe~Jess & 
Cindy Donohoe~Paul & Cathy Donohoe~Torian Donohoe~Kevin Eberle~Scott & Barb Edmundson~Terry & Shari Ekwortzel~Clarke 
& Sharon Elliot~Nate & Fay Espeland~Harrison & Susan Fagg~Brian & Cythia Favero-Heikes~Ron & Peggy Ferster~Bill 
F lanagan~Francie Fontaine-Riemann~Ty & Jennifer France~Catherine Frazer~Corby & Rene Freitag~James 
Frock~Eileen Gabel~Mick & Lynette Gainan~Karl Gaustad~Pete Gaustad~Darrell & Sue Gillespie~Lyle & 
Janet Graff~Jim & Anita Green~Buck & Deb Griffin~Anne Gunn & Mark Rapf~Ryan & Kaitlyn 
Haidle~Beverly Hall~Ardie & Anne Halvorson~Mark & Patty Hamilton~Hammond Ranch~Steve & 
Cheryle Harris~Bill & Betty Hart~Jon & Kathryn Hartley~J.O. & Erica Hash~Judy Haynes & Conrad 
Miller~Dick Henry~Bob Herronen~Hertzler Ranch Operations~Gerald & Jeanette Heuer~Tom & Karen 
Heyneman~Alex & Andrea Heyneman~Sara Higgins & Walter Clapp~Bryann Hill~John & Donna 
H j e l v i k ~ P a u l & D ’ A n n e H o l l e y ~ E i l e e n Howard~Kathleen Howard~Shirley Howard & Terry 
Robinson~Nicholas & Kaite Howes~Don & Carolyn Hutson~Tim & Gail Janiak~Wanda Jenkins~Blaine 
Je n s e n ~ N i k & C o n n i e Jo b ~ S c o t t & D i a n e Johnson~Bruce & Patricia Johnson~Ken & Peg 
Joki~Tom & Maryann Jones~David & Sandra Joys~Pat & Charlotte Karnos~Mike & Lainey Keene~Howard 
Kehlenbeck~Keller Ranch~Cody & Cameo Keller~Geoff  Keller~Joel & Maryann Kemp~Noel & Penny Keogh~Gary Kipp~Bob & 
Kathy Kirch~Paul & Mareen Klaboe~Lawrence & Karen Klee~ Michele Koch~Jim & Marilyn Kohles~Frank Lamm~Bert Lane~Betty 
Lannen~Lazy Y Diamond Bar Ranch~Tim & Pati Lechner~David Leuthold~Raymond & Marge Lien~Hank & Barb Lischer~Darrel & 
Karen Luera~Alice Madison~Hugh & Cedar Magone~Webb & June Mandeville~Ted Martin~Marty Martin~Steve & Karen 
Marts~John Matovich~Paul & Donna McClure~Tom & Margaret McGillvray~Barbara McKay~Bob McKinsey~Saralee Melnick & 
Tom Astle~Bob Mendenhall~Mike Michunovich~Tom & Barb Milligan~Doug & Sheryl Moffett~Jon & Nancy Molin~Dave & Marge 
Molin~Mark & Teresa Morse~Dave & Gail Movius~Jack & Ann Mowell~Bill Muldoon~Patrick & Mary Ellen Murnane~Bill & Janice 
Mytton~Steven & Marilyn Nanney~James & Misue Nelson~H. Peter Norstrand~Nye Community Church~Peter & Lynette 
Nygaard~Tom & Angie Osborne~Lee & Mary Park~Charley & Jane Parker~Don & Tommye Parker~Donna Parker~John & Roberta 
Parrott~Bill & Janet Pascoe~Mike Pasecznyk~Craig & Deborah Patrick~Sandra Peck~Stan & Cheryl Pelton~Garth & Beth 
Pelton~Gerald & Colleen Perdue~John Pidgeon~Rick & Joann Powell~Lowell & Ruth Quenemoen~Judith Raines & David O. 
Kem~Bob & Betty Rains~Kathleen Ralph & David Rimland~Howard & Lynette Randall~Marvin & Dorothy Ratcliff~Riddles Cliff  
Assoc.~Alan Reeder~Mike & Rozie Reynolds~Greg & Sandi Rice~Ritter Properties~Stephanie Reynolds & Tom Park~Jean 
Rollwitz~Jim & Lin Roscoe~Rosebud Angus Ranch~Marge Rossetter~Bill & Terri Routen~Dave Sample~Janet Sanchez~Charles & 
Lana Sangmeister~Olivia Sartori~Ralph & Marlene Saunders~Tim & Deb Schaff~John & Shirley Schatz~Kurt & Kathy 
Schibler~Diana Scollard & JO Miller~Werner & Debbie Siebert~Beverley Shaffer~John Sheehy~Olaf  & Helen Sherwood~John & 
Marilyn Simmons~Pat & Carmel Sipes~Pam Snowden~Jon & Nan Sollo~Scott & Nancy Spiker~Terry & Carla Sprenger~Lee & Betsy 
Steffanich~Marv & Lisa Sticka~Stillwater Ditch Co.~Richard Stockton~Robert & Nancy Story~Amy Stover~Jay & Virginia 
Sulser~Kathy Sulser~Paul & Sandra Thomae~Lynn Toribara~Terri Torres~Hank & Linda Tuell~Randy & JayeCee Turpin~Mike 
Tvetene~Ron & Fay Tvetene~Upper Keyser Creek Ranch Co.~Christine Vandersnick~Alfred & Sandra Verschoot~Kurt & Donna 
VonNieda~Galen & Jeanine Walter~Colleen Weast~Kyle Weldon~Jim & Laurie Wertman~Harold & Linda Wham~Patrick 
White~Robert & Marlene Whiting~John & Jeanie Wilkinson~Johnna Lee Williams~Tom & Max Williams~Clyde & Sonja 
Windecker~Debra Winge & Mike Wilson~Teddi Winge~Ronda Winge~Carl Wolf~Van & Kitzy Wood~Ben & Crisi Wynthein~Bruce & 
Theo Yanzick 

~Donations~
Beartooth Ranch~Andrea Brainard~Barb Bryant & Scott Mitchell~Julie Dickinson~Torian Donohoe (in memory of Clay & 
Mary  Donohoe)~Buck  &  Deb  Griffin~Beverly  Hall~Robert  Herronen~Alex  &  Andrea  Heyneman~Tom  &  Karen 
Heyneman~Bob & Kathy Kirch~Jim & Marilyn Kohles~Bert  Lane~Mark & Theresa  Morse~Scott  & Nancy Spiker~Lynn 
Toribara~Ron & Fay Tvetene~Kurt & Donna VonNieda~Galen & Jeanine Walter

Donations of $1000 or Greater
~Absarokee Community Foundation~Columbus Community Foundation~Nye Community Foundation~ 

Sidney E Frank Foundation~Stillwater Mining Company~ 
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SVWC Board of Director Position Openings 
Due to term expirations, four positions are open for the SVWC’s Board of  Directors. If  
you are interested in applying for a three-year board member position, please return 
this form to the address on the application below by January 24th. The final vote on 
board appointments will take place at our annual meeting on January 27, 2018. 

Board Member Application Form
Stillwater Valley Watershed Council

Name: Home Phone:

Address: State: 

City: Zip:

Email Address:

Business/Occupation:

Why do you wish to serve on this Board?

Signature Date

Return application to: Stillwater Valley Watershed Council
PO Box 112
Absarokee, MT 59001
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STILLWATER VALLEY 
WATERSHED COUNCIL 

SVWC 
PO Box 112 
Absarokee, MT  59001 

406.780.1249 
svwc2010@hotmail.com 
www.stillwatervalleywatershed.com 
find us on Facebook! 

"Coming together is a beginning, staying 
together is progress, and working together 

is success."

- Henry Ford

We  are  a  volunteer  group  of  local  residents  and  interested 
representatives working together to enhance the quality of our rural 
Montana  lifestyle  by  protecting,  restoring  and  conserving  our 
abundant  natural  resources  through  good  stewardship  and 
community involvement for this and future generations. 

STILLWATER VALLEY  
WATERSHED COUNCIL  
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