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STILLWATER VALLEY
WATERSHED COUNCIL
Making a Difference in the Stillwater Valley, MT

Our Mission

SVWC’s Celebrates a Decade of Success

We will provide an 2020 MARKS A DECADE SINCE SVWC’S INCEPTION, where has time gone? The
open forum in which SVWC hopes our programs, past, present and future have/will enhance the quality of
all interested parties
m a y w o r k i n a your life because, we all must realize that our impacts go beyond TODAY.
collaborative effort to
sustain our rural
quality of life,
protecting and
enhancing area
natural resources. We
are committed to
educating Stillwater
Valley residents and
the public about our
watershed and the
steps we can take to
preserve and maintain
the integrity of the
river, the land and the
beauty of our valley.
We will endeavor to
bring together public,
private
and
government resources,
funding and grants to
achieve our goals.

Board of Directors
Tim Schaff, Chair ~ Dirk Pelton, V. Chair ~ Cedar Magone, Secretary ~ Fay Espeland, Treasurer
Butch Behrent ~ Laura Blond ~ Chris Fleck ~ Noel Keogh ~ Tom Kircher
Raymond Lien ~ Tyrele Schaff ~ Theo Yanzick
Lindsey Clark, SVWC Coordinator
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Message from the Chairman, Tim Schaff
The new year has arrived and on behalf of the Stillwater
Valley Watershed Council (SVWC), I would like to wish
each of you a joyous beginning to a new decade! As we
look forward to another exciting 10 years, we would like
to take a moment to reflect upon the past and remember
how the SVWC got to where we are today.

Stillwater Valley by sharing your time, knowledge and
resources.
Our vision for the future is to continue to improve area
natural resources by continuing to encourage noxious
weed control, being proactive with water and water
quality needs, assist landowners with fuel reduction
projects along with educating, identifying and addressing
soil and associated erosion concerns throughout the
watershed.

The grassroots of the SVWC organization began in 2006
with the Upper Stillwater Weed Management project.
The objective was to target spotted knapweed from Sioux
Charley campground to the confluence of the Stillwater
and West Fork of the Stillwater Rivers. With the successful
completion of this project in 2009, a core group of
individuals and organizations established the SVWC in
2010 after the Derby fire left its impact on the landscape.

Included in this newsletter are several articles that will
look back to SVWC’s beginning, and share the memories
of those individuals and organizations that have assisted
in developing the SVWC over the years. Looking toward
to the future, the Board of Directors has established goals
based upon the organization’s primary objectives and is
making project plans for the coming decade.

This past decade, from 2010 to 2020, has been a time for
the development and growth followed by many
accomplishments within our watershed. The individuals
and organizations that have made it happen are to be
commended. We would like to thank the board of
directors, past and present, who have provided leadership,
direction and precious time to accomplish the many
projects included in this newsletter. These projects were
funded by over a million dollars raised through grants,
donations and fundraising efforts.

We are grateful to have such a wonderful place to live,
work and to enjoy the many recreational opportunities in
abundance right outside our back door. As citizens and
visitors of this community, we cannot assume that what is
enjoyed today will remain for future generations unless a
proactive approach is taken. This past decade has been
notable; however, the future is where we can continue to
join together for a common cause in continuing to make a
difference to the Stillwater Vally’s watershed.

Tim.

On behalf of the SVWC board, we greatly appreciate
each of you who have helped preserve and improve the
2020 Upcoming Events

APRIL 23 - SVWC Spring Seminar and Annual Meeting, Absarokee
EARLY JULY - Annual Biocontrol Workshop, Fishtail (TBD)
“As citizens and
visitors of this co
AUGUST 6 - SVWC Annual BBQ & Auction Fundraiser,
mmunity,
we cannot assum
e that what is en
joyed today
will remain for
Anipro Event Center, Absarokee
future gene
proactive approa rations unless a
**ENTERTAINMENT by the High Country Cowboys**
ch is taken.”
AUGUST 9 - Stillwater River Float & Weed Pull, Nye
Tim Schaﬀ
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FROM THE START | SVWC CELEBRATES A DECADE
THAT WAS THEN
Excerpt from SVWC Summer 2011 Newsletter

BACK IN 2006, Tom Kircher, Noel Keogh and Tim
Schaff had an idea to begin a concerted noxious weed
management effort beginning at the Sioux Charley
campground on the Upper Stillwater River. As efforts
grew, so did the cooperation from many individuals,
including the Stillwater Mine, as well as county, state and
federal agencies. This same year came the Derby Fire.
The fire’s impact zone effected landowners, agency
personnel and concerned sportspersons immensely and
thus became another catalyst for the development of the
SVWC.

noxious weeds and the Derby Fire reached beyond the
burn zone, included adjacent ranch and public lands.
Thus, SVWC expanded from the original goals of
noxious weed control to looking at the entire watershed
and taking a comprehensive approach to the cause and
effect of land changes. This landscape scale management
approach resulted in increased participation by
government agencies, non-profit organizations and
private landowners (both large and small acreage owners)
along the Stillwater River and its tributaries.
SVWC’s goals began with: noxious weed control,
improving the quality and supply of water, and mitigating
fire by improving the health of our forest.

The SVWC, established in 2010 when volunteers and
other concerned citizens realized that the impacts of the

IT’S A TEAM EFFORT
NO MATTER THE ORGANIZATION, LARGE OR SMALL, it takes a team to achieve the lofty goals accomplished
by the SVWC over the past 10 years. Hired in 2010 to lead the team as SVWC's Coordinator, Lindsey Clark remains
the voice of the organization. However, it is the steadfast dedication and high expectations set forth by the board
members over the years that really keeps the SVWC’s proverbial waters flowing.
It is with great pleasure that we look back at past board members and dutifully thank them for their years of service to
our watershed:
Judy Bostedt (2010-2012)
Greg Frokjer (2010-2013)
Mike Lorash (2010-2014)
Doug Robinette (2010-2014)

Olaf Sherwood (2010-2015)
Sandra Peck (2010-2017)
J.O. Hash (2010-2018)
Bill Mytton (2010-2018)

Cindy Green (2013-2018)
Clint Branger (2015-2018)

Likewise, we must recognize SVWC’s current board members, many of whom have had the true pleasure of delegating
responsibility to the coordinator over the past 10 years. No sarcasm intended, insert smiley face emoji here.
Noel Keogh, elected 2010
Tim Schaff, elected 2010
Tom Kircher, elected 2010
Theo Yanzick, elected 2010

Fay Espeland, elected 2014
Ray Lien, elected 2015
Dirk Pelton, elected 2016
Cedar Magone, elected 2018
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Butch Behrent, elected 2019
Laura Blond, elected 2019
Chris Fleck, elected 2019
Tyrele Schaff, elected 2019
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL
THAT WAS THEN
Stillwater group makes dent in noxious weeds,
seeks to expand mission
Story By LINDA HALSTEAD-ACHARYA, Courtesy of the Billings
Gazette, October 2014
Excerpt from SVWC 2015 Winter Newsletter
NYE — Foreign invaders have infiltrated the Stillwater River
drainage. The invaders, of course, are noxious weeds that
spawn thousands upon thousands of reinforcements each
year. Despite the daunting scope of the task, the Stillwater
Valley Watershed Council has made noticeable headway in
eradicating the trespassers. Now, the group is looking for
recruits to further its mission.

weeds via a top-down approach, working its way down the
river and ensuring weeds weren’t re-infesting. “We achieved
our goal all the way down to the Nye School,” Keogh said.
“We’re now working incrementally downriver.”

“We’re doing a pretty good job on the ground,” said Tim
Schaff, one of the founding members of a weed
management area that evolved into the SVWC. “Now we
need to educate fishermen, hunters and ATV owners.”

The council hopes to keep the momentum going by enlisting
youth groups, sports organizations and absentee landowners.
ATV users, hunters and hikers often transplant seeds
inadvertently. Likewise, a hiker or hunter can easily prevent
infesting an unspoiled area simply by picking houndstongue
off their jeans in the back country. “These are the
problems,” Schaff said. “How can the rest of you out there
be part of the solution?”

Since 2007, the initial handful of participating landowners
have grown to nearly 200 dues-paying members. Their $25
annual membership allows cost-share for weed control.
Mike Lorash, current board chair for the SVWC, said the
organization has been awarded more than $250,000 in
grants over the years and has made great strides in
combating noxious weed infestations. “I don’t think any of
us ever imagined it would become as big as it is,” he said.
“It’s been neat to see how far we’ve come.”

Hitchhiking seeds: Keogh knows firsthand how quickly the
weeds invade and take hold. He was a young boy in the
1960s when an old- timer pointed to a purple flower growing
near a chrome mine, not far from the current Stillwater
Mine. “I remember him telling me, ‘I don’t know what that
purple stuff is (spotted knapweed), but it’s not good’,” Keogh
recalled.

Expanding its mission: On the heels of that success, the
SVWC has expanded its efforts in both scope and area,
taking on water quality and timber issues. Likewise, the
council’s reach has grown beyond the upper Stillwater River
to include the entire watershed, said Lindsey Clark,
coordinator for the SVWC. Lorash stresses that the SVWC
is not a gover nmental or ganization b ut a
collaborative effort of multiple parties. Financial
backing and boots on the ground have come from the
Stillwater Mining Co., the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
and the Absarokee and Nye Community Foundations,
among others. Stillwater County, Montana’s Fish, Wildlife
and Parks and the U.S. Forest Service have also played key
roles.

Battling biology: Knapweed is particularly opportunistic and
quick to infest disturbed soils. Once it puts roots down, those
roots send out toxins that kill native grasses, Keogh said. If
left to flourish, knapweed will choke out desirable
bunchgrasses to create a monoculture, depleting soil organic
matter and increase erosion potential. “Nothing does well in
a monoculture,” Keogh said.
Landowner buy-in: As the council broadens its attack, it
recently published a report on the Stillwater River. The
baseline study identifies potential problems, such as irrigation
ditches, septic systems and livestock corrals, and prioritizes
actions to address the health of the river. “I think it will be
just as big an issue (as weeds),” Schaff said. Already, Keogh
said, dozens of landowners have modified their operations to
improve water quality. “This template we’ve designed can be
transferred down the river,” he added. “Everybody needs
to be involved to make this successful.”

“Now, we’re looking at collaborating with other groups with
common interests,” Schaff said. “If a group comes to us,
we’re here to provide the resources and to try to find funding
to assist them with their projects.”
Working top-down: Landowner Noel Keogh, also a founding
member of the group, describes how the council attacked the
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL
THIS IS NOW
A DECADE AFTER IT BEGAN,
SVWC’s small acreage Cooperative
Weed Control Program (CWCP) has
treated over 1,300 acres from Nye to
Columbus! This program, intended
for landowners with 20 acres or less,
targets noxious weeds such as spotted
knapweed, leafy spurge,
houndstongue and Canada thistle.

Final tallies for the decade:

grants, this cooperative effort has
been made possible.

12,360 acres enrolled
1,300 acres treated
$270,900 invested for
noxious weed control
$114,235 landowner costshare received from SVWC

,,

Over 2,400 commercial
applicator hours
Over 500 planning hours
With steadfast support from area
community foundations and various

In 2020, landowners throughout the
Stillwater watershed, which
encompasses Nye to Roscoe across the
Beartooth Front and from Dean to
Columbus down the Stillwater
drainage, can expect to see this small
acreage spray program again.
However, cost-share funding will be
determined by grant funds secured by SVWC
this spring.

RMEF CONTINUES TO SUPPORT WEED PROGRAM EFFORTS
SINCE THE 2006 DERBY FIRE,
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
(RMEF) has long been a staunch
supporter of enhancing the valley’s
natural resources in order to improve
area elk habitat.

Final tallies for the decade:

193,000 acres enrolled
6,900 acres treated

$257,662 in landowner weed
control investments

$125,000 in RMEF grants have been
$125,000
secured for on the ground noxious
landowner costweed treatment
for nearly Weed
7,000 Control Programs
Cooperative
share received
infested acres within the Stillwater
from SVWC
Annual
Acres
Enrolled
Valley watershed over the past 10
years.
Total Acres Enrolled in SVWC Weed Programs
Large Acreage CWCP

Small Acreage CWCP

SVWC’s noxious weed control
e n d e av o r s i n c l u d e c o s t - s h a r e
programs focusing on improving such
natural resources. Geared toward
landowners with more than 20 acres,
this program would not be possible
without RMEF’s continued
support.
This program will again be
available in 2020! Go online
to download a cost-share
request form.

35,900

36,700

37,650

30,600
24,300

23,300
17,600
15,000
11,600

1,000

Figure 1: Total acres enrolled in SVWC’s noxious weed control programs over the past decade; includes enrollment
in both the small acreage Cooperative Weed Control Program and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s large
acreage program.
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL
THIS IS NOW
$275,000 secured for noxious weed control
on federal lands along Beartooth Front
Excerpt from SVWC 2019 Summer Newsletter
AS LONGTIME AREA RESIDENTS KNOW, spotted
knapweed was brought into the area on equipment when
the Anaconda Copper Company first began mining
exploration in the Nye area in the 1950’s. Once
introduced, knapweed quickly spread throughout mine
property onto adjacent Forest Service land and
downstream along the Upper Stillwater River, further
infesting private property in multiple drainages. Increased
wildlife, recreational and hunting traffic has helped to
spread spotted knapweed to epidemic proportions. Local
landowners realize the enormous negative impacts spotted
knapweed has on rangeland, wildlife and native vegetation
and began combating the monumental task 30+ years
ago.
Originally formed as a weed management organization, it
is only fitting that the SVWC goes beyond the boundaries
to aid in the mitigation of weed control efforts on federal
land. Recently, the SVWC applied for and received over
$275,000 from the MT Fish Wildlife & Parks’ Wildlife
Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP) grant. This 5year project will enhance cooperative efforts of the US
Forest Service (USFS) along with adjacent small and large
tract landowners as a common weed control mission is
sought. This mission encompasses treatment and
monitoring of noxious weeds within Custer-Gallatin

“With the progressive work being done on
adjacent private lands, it is important to do all
that is necessary so that the decades of weed
control efforts are not lost to further weed seed
spread!”

National Forest, preventing further spread throughout the
Stillwater watershed.
The target area encompasses approximately 220,000 acres of
the upper Stillwater watershed from the Stillwater/Boulder
hydrologic boundary to East Rosebud Creek on CusterGallatin National Forest Service property. The bordering
communities include Nye, Dean, Fishtail and Roscoe.
Why is a non-profit group assisting the USFS in their
noxious weed control efforts? The budget line item for
noxious weed control for the Custer-Gallatin National Forest
has been significantly reduced in recent years. Even at
historical funding levels, the Forest Service has not been able
to treat all known infestations. Grim budget forecasts reduce
the ability of the adjacent federal agency to treat all of the
known weed infestations within the Stillwater drainages on
national forest lands. Additional funding is imperative to
make it possible to thoroughly provide adequate noxious
weed management in the Stillwater watershed now and into
the foreseeable future.
Opportunities for you! A) If you are a landowner along
the Beartooth Front with a USFS grazing allotment, this
grant can be utilized to hire a commercial applicator service
to treat weeds on your federal allotment. B) If you are
landowner, hunter, backcountry enthusiast, weed scout, or all
of the above, the SVWC is offering a reward to help find new
noxious weed infestations. Monetary rewards will be offered
to the person/persons finding the most and largest unknown
patch of weeds. Remote areas preferred and will be worth the
highest incentive reward. In order to claim your patch, you
must GPS map the location and take photo points with a
prominent landmark in the background (so that the location
can be easily found and treated).
Contact Lindsey for more details!
………………………………………………….

Monetary REWARD opportunity for those finding
large, unknown weed infestations in the backcountry
along the Beartooth Front!

Noel Keogh, Nye area rancher and lifelong weed warrior

2011

2013

2015
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IN THE NEWS | VENTENATA
THIS IS NOW
Adapted from MontGuide MT201810AG by Audrey Harvey and Jane Mangold, Department of Land
Resources and Environmental Sciences, Montana State University

VENTENATA, ALSO KNOWN AS WIREGRASS OR North African grass, is a non-native winter annual grass that is
relatively new to Montana and has the potential to impact range, pasture, wild lands, and annual crops. Its low forage
value and shallow root structure can lead to decreased agricultural production and increased risk of soil erosion.
History and status: Ventenata originates from eastern Europe and was first found in North America in the early
1950s in Washington and Idaho. and first documented in Montana in the mid-1990s. Montana listed ventenata as a
Priority 2A noxious weed in 2019 due to known infestations and continual spread in native rangeland, pastures, and
along roadsides. Isolated infestations occur from western Montana through southern Montana (Figure 1).
Identification: Ventenata is a winter annual grass that typically grows 6-18 inches tall. It has a distinguishing long,
membranous ligule with reddish-black nodes along the stem. Seedlings and mature leaves are narrow and folded
lengthwise. Ventenata seeds have bent and twisted awns (Figure 2).
Not to be confused with Cheatgrass or downy brome and Japanese brome. At the seedling stage, the leaves of cheatgrass
and Japanese brome seedlings are twisted and hairier than ventenata. Ventenata seedlings emerge later and are thinner,
more needle-like. At maturity, ventenata has awns like cheatgrass and Japanese brome but awns of ventenata are bent
and twisted. In addition, cheatgrass turns reddish-purple upon maturity while ventenata remains green to tawny brown.
Habitat: Ventenata mostly germinates in fall, but some germination can take place in spring. Ventenata can invade
rangeland, pastures, winter grain and hay fields, CRP lands, and sagebrush steppe habitats. It can grow in areas with
moderate annual precipitation ranging from 14-44 inches and elevations ranging from 33-5,900 feet.
Spread: Ventenata reproduces by seeds. Each plant produces about 15-35 seeds. Dense stands of ventenata can
produce from 2,800-3,700 seeds/ft2. It is known to spread via roadways and contaminated forage. Contaminated seeds
from Idaho and Washington are suspected as a major source for infestations in Montana. Awns can easily attach to fur,
clothing, and machinery.
Impacts: Invasive grasses such as ventenata may degrade plant communities and reduce suitable habitat for livestock
and wildlife. Ventenata is generally unpalatable for livestock and wildlife as it matures and can decrease forage value.
Prevention and early detection can help slow the spread of new invaders and maintain weed-free areas.
Management: Foremost, maintaining healthy productive stands of perennial grasses and early detection of
infestations can limit invasion by ventenata. Mowing has limited success for small infestations as the wiry grass and bentnature of the awns are difficult to cut and risk of a second flush of seeds may occur. Studies have been conducted to
determine the efficacy of certain herbicides.
State Priority Listing Update: The Montana Department of Agriculture added ventenata to the Priority 2A list at
in June, 2019.

If you suspect
ventenata, contact
the Stillwater Weed
District at 322-1105
or MSU Extension at
322-8035.

Figure 2

Image courtesy of University
Nebraska-Lincoln, Cropwatch
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | WATER QUALITY
THAT WAS THEN
THREE RIVER ASSESSMENTS
COMPLETED IN STILLWATER RIVER’S
WATERSHED

STILLWATER RIVER IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
RECEIVE $250,000 FOR OVERHAUL

SEVEN YEARS AGO THE SVWC BOARD
EMBARKED on the tremendous task of planning
and implementing the Upper Stillwater Hydrologic
Geomorphic Assessment, the first within the
Stillwater watershed. Since then, the East & West
Rosebud and Fishtail Creek Assessment as well as the
recently released Lower Stillwater River Assessment
have been completed.

THE YANZICK AND BREY-RIDDLE IRRIGATION
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT RECENTLY
RECEIVED A SECOND $125,000 GRANT from the
Montana Department of Natural Resources (DNRC)
Renewable Resource Grant/Loan (RRGL) program, enabling
the completion of both Phases I and II.

The ultimate goals of these assessments were to:
1) Provide a baseline for future stream migration,
providing options for mitigation projects to protect
private property, ag lands and improve fish habitat;
2) Provide solutions for irrigators by eliminating the
need for costly diversion repairs and/or relocations
that could possibly disrupt healthy fisheries,
producing unnecessary in-stream excavation
activities, creating unstable erodible stream banks;
and
3) Provide conceptual alternatives for long-term
improvement to the tributaries.
These reports, all painstakingly compiled by Warren
Kellogg of Stream and River Consulting, can be
utilized as a snapshot in time to see the “health” of
each of the aforementioned tributaries. However, the
reports can also be utilized to address some of the
prioritized “health issues” in order to begin
remediation work. Which, if interested, the SVWC
board would like landowners to consider the latter
option and we are willing to assist!
The three river assessment reports are available on
SVWC’s website. If you would prefer a hard copy,
please contact Lindsey and she will make
arrangements to get one to you.

Excerpt from SVWC 2019 Summer Newsletter

Backstory: In 2014, the SVWC sponsored Upper Stillwater
Assessment report was released which ranked the Yanzick Ditch
and Brey-Riddle Ditches as high priorities for the watershed
with close proximity of the two headgates to one another and
the interaction between the diversions (which cumulatively
irrigate 750+ acres) it was a clear decision to address this
project.
Working with Chad Raisland of Pioneer Technical Services, Inc,
a DNRC RRGL grant was awarded in 2017 for $125,000 for
Phase I of the project. Subsequently, Phase II funding was
approved earlier this year under House Bill 652. HB 652
enabled projects like this and others around the state fund
proposals that conserve, manage, develop and protect Montana’s
renewable resources for future generations.
This project, the first ever for the SVWC, who teamed with the
Stillwater Conservation District (SCD), landowners and water
users on the two ditches to improve water use and overall
functionality of the structures. The intent is to have the project
completed before the 2020 irrigation season.

“Working with
the SVWC, SC
D and Pioneer
Technical has be
en a great expe
ri
ence and we ar
excited to see th
e
is project finall
y happen.”
Theo Yanzick, m
ajority water
rights holder on
Yanzick Ditch
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | WATER QUALITY
THIS IS NOW
AFTER YEARS OF FUNDRAISING, MULTIPLE LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS AND PLANNING EFFORTS, the
SVWC, SCD, Pioneer Technical and especially landowners and water users on the Yanzick and Brey-Riddle Ditches
thought this day may never come!
At a Stillwater Conservation District meeting in early December 2019, the board approved Oltrogge Contruction to
complete the monumental tasks of combining the ditch systems, removing both headgates and replacing them with a
single headgate structure. The single, permanent structure will reduce in-stream maintenance and disturbance within
the Stillwater River at the point of diversion, improving water flow and overall functionality.
This project will be a long-term solution for sustaining the critical Stillwater River irrigation resource. Below are recent
photos of on-site excavation work:

——————————————————————————————————————————

FUNDRAISING | SVWC SAVE THE DATES
THIS IS NOW

Mark Y!r Calendars!

Augu' 6: ANNUAL BBQ & AUCTION FUNDRAISER,

Anipro Event Center, Absarokee
ENJOY EVENING ENTERTAINMENT BY THE
RENOWNED HIGH COUNTRY COWBOYS!

Tickets go on sale July 1 and can be purchased at
www.stillwatervalleywatershed.com or from any SVWC
board member.
**Quality donations are welcome for the auction.
Augu' 9: ANNUAL STILLWATER RIVER FLOAT & WEED PULL, Nye

**Monetary incentive oﬀered for youth organization participation!

9

SVWC Winter Newsletter

February, 2020

SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | FOREST HEALTH
THAT WAS THEN
Excerpt from SVWC 2017 Summer Newsletter
S E V E R A L L A R G E W I L D F I R E S , M O S T The WUI’s specific focus will be aforementioned areas
SIGNIFICANTLY THE DERBY FIRE OF 2006, have characterized by extreme wind-driven fire behavior, rural
threatened private lands and developments in the area in residential development with poor access, and limited fire
recent years. As many have observed, the Stillwater Valley, response capacity.
comprised of dry ponderosa
This project will complement
pine forests and open
This program provides homeowners with
adjacent fuel treatments on
rangeland, is being encroached
cost-share
assistance
for
fuels
reduction
federal and private lands to
by juniper and Douglas-fir, as
projects,
prevention
and
mitigation
establish stand-replacing fire
well as higher elevation mixed
re s i s t a n t l a n d s c a p e s a n d
materials regarding wildland fire.
conifer forests. Vegetative fuel
maximize the scale of
conditions are dangerous
treatments for community-wide
because of low precipitation, overstocked forests, and
protection.
The
cooperation
of this type of cross-boundary
blowdown-aftermath. Slope steepness, windy conditions
fuel
mitigation
directly
reduces
the fire risk on individual
and lack of access roads make firefighting in many areas
properties,
in
addition
to
properties
and communities
particularly difficult/dangerous.
adjacent to treated areas.
The intent of the Upper Stillwater Watershed Hazardous
Fuels Mitigation Project is to reduce hazardous fuel Furthermore, past experience on adjacent projects indicates
conditions around the communities in the Stillwater River efforts to reduce fire risk and restore fire adapted
watershed. Areas in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) landscapes on private lands is a driving force that
around Absarokee, Fishtail, Dean, Nye and Roscoe will be strengthens planning processes for future fuel reduction
and restoration projects on adjacent public land.
targeted.

SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | FOREST HEALTH
THIS IS NOW
YOUR FOREST LAND ALONG THE BEARTOOTH
FRONT IS A TREASURE. Through proactive
management, you can keep it that way. The SVWC has a
project dedicated to connecting forest landowners, like
many of you within this watershed, with resources to help
manage your land for your priorities.

rangeland areas along the Beartooth Front will be
accepted.
Is there funds to help? Yes! Cost-share funds are
available to help improve your Home Ignition Zone.

Do you know your home’s ignition zone?
Definition: A perimeter of 200 feet around the home
and its surroundings. Below is a simple diagram of a
home ignition zone.

A forester can answer a variety of questions
including:
How do I protect my forest and home from wildfire,
insects and diseases?
How can I attract more wildlife to
my property?
How can I leave my land better
than when I got it?
Who qualifies? Landowners in the
Stillwater watershed, located in the
outlying areas of Absarokee, Nye,
Fishtail, Dean, Roscoe, and Columbus
with small tract forests or forested
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SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | FOREST HEALTH
THIS IS NOW
NO MATTER WHY YOU OWN YOUR LAND, you’ll
likely agree that with ownership comes responsibility to
protect it. And, as many of the residents of our valley
have witnessed, wildland fire has become an annual threat
to our watershed community.

In the past two years, the SVWC has conducted 35 site
visits, helped improve the fire resiliency of over 130 acres,
completed numerous home assessments and fuels
reduction prescriptions, and educating both small and
large acreage landowners.

We know you care about the legacy of your land and
whether you own 100 trees or 100 acres of trees, there are
things you can do to protect the values that are important
to you in your forest. Numerous area landowners have
done just that!

Don’t miss out on this opportunity! SVWC has over
$60,000 still available to provide cost-share to
improve your fire resiliency.
Contact Lindsey ASAP to schedule a site visit before it’s
too late!

SVWC hazardous fuels program tallies thus far:

35 site visits

$185,000 invested for fuels reduction projects

11 completed projects (130 acres treated)

$102,000 in planned SVWC cost-share

7 projects in progress (60 acres total)

Over $60,000 still available to fund projects
through 2020!

“I just want to express my thanks to the SVWC. I never
could have figured out who to hire to assess fire risk on
my property, who to hire to do the work, and more
importantly, I could not have afforded to do a fuel
reduction job of this scale.
Your grant made it all possible and I am so grateful for
the SVWC for providing this opportunity.”
Lee Wilder, Buﬀalo Jump Subdivision

WILDER, BEFORE

WILDER, AFTER

LESNIK, BEFORE

LESNIK, AFTER

SPECIAL PROJECT UPDATE | FOREST HEALTH
CONTROL NOXIOUS WEEDS AFTER SOIL DISTURBANCE
Noxious weed control is an important resource management tactic to plan for after a thinning project. Whether the
soil disturbance is major or minor, there is still disturbance uncovering weed seeds that may have lay dormant for
years. If weeds were present on your place prior to the work being done, there will certainly be weeds afterwords and
most likely will come in with vengeance.
If you are unsure of the species of weed propagating on your newly opened landscape, contact the Stillwater County
Weed District (406.322.1106) to help you identify and make integrated weed management plans.
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PROJECT PARTNERS
THIS IS NOW
With a common goal in mind, our project partners are an invaluable community asset!
Stillwater Valley Watershed Council

Partnership Wheel

WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT
Upper Stillwater
Watershed Hazardous
Fuels Mitigation Project

WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT

Cost-share for
small acreage
Cooperative Weed
Control Program

Water quality/
quantity
improvement

Western States
Wildland Urban
Interface Grant

Noxious weed control on
USFS land along the
Beartooth Front

Noxious weed control &
prevention education

Fisheries

Wildlife Habitat
Improvement Program

Forestry
ACF Grant
recipient
(2011-2019)
NCF Grant
recipient
(2011-2019)

Resource
Advisory
Committee

CCF Grant
recipient
(2015-2018)

Project
Advisory
Committee
Grant

Cost-share for
small acreage
Cooperative Weed
Control Program

WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT

WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT

Cost-share for large
acreage Cooperative
Weed Control Program

NRCS

SEFF Grant
recipient
(2013-2019)

Cost-share for
small acreage
Cooperative
Weed Control
Program

MOU, est
2015

Annual donation to
SVWC for program
coordinations

Natural resource
education and outreach

Multi-Media
Education
Project
WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT

Garrigus Ditch
Efficiency
Improvement
Project

SVWC continues to pride itself on the cooperation with
numerous agencies and non-profits, as shown in this
diagram. It is these quality partnerships that have enabled
SVWC’s monumental growth and success in just 10 years!
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MOU,
est 2014

223 Grant

Renewable Resource
Grant & Loan Program

Upper Stillwater River
Assessment; Rosebuds
Assessment; Lower
Stillwater River Assessment

WATERSHED
IMPROVEMENT

Yanzick/Brey-Riddle
Headgate
ImprovementProject
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TRIBUTE | CINDY GREEN
THAT WAS THEN
Excerpt from SVWC 2015 Summer Newsletter
Message from the Chairman, Cindy Green
As the newly elected chairman, I am proud to lead this group of people who care enough about their community to be
involved with the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council. The Council is busy making a difference in our area as you will see in
the many programs and projects highlighted in this newsletter.
Our Property Rights Forum, held in May, was very well attended. It was informative and a great opportunity to work with
other area organizations. Weed control is in full swing from now until fall and, thanks to grant funding, the SVWC has costshare programs available for both small and large acreages. A river assessment on the East & West Rosebuds and Fishtail
Creek is coming down the pike later this summer. Also, the SVWC is also
partnering with the Stillwater Conservation District planning projects prioritized
from the Upper Stillwater Assessment. Of course, we are all excited about our
“I look forward to these great
annual BBQ and river float scheduled for August 8th and 9th.

projects and will take the office
of chairman seriously and will
do my best as such.”

I look forward to these great projects and will take the office of chairman
seriously and will do my best as such.

Cindy.

Cindy Green, 2015

THIS IS NOW
Excerpt from SVWC 2019 Summer Newsletter
THE WORD “STAUNCH” in the handy thesaurus on my computer lists loyal, faithful, committed, devoted, dependable,
and hardworking as synonyms. Each of these verbs could describe Cindy Green to a T.
Since 2012, the SVWC board has been blessed to have Cindy as a director, a number of those years serving as board chair.
Cindy was an integral part of the SVWC board, always willing to volunteer before being asked and never hesitating to learn
something new.
This past February the Stillwater Valley lost one of its finest long before she should
have gone. Year after year, Cindy would come to SVWC’s biocontrol workshops
giddy about getting to take home boxes of insects to help combat the Hertzler
leafy spurge up Spring Creek; or, she would carry a backpack sprayer and help
commercial applicators scout and treat noxious weeds along the Stillwater River
for the annual Cooperative Weed Control Program even though she had a million
other things to do on her own ranch.

"It is not often that an
organization is lucky enough to
have committed volunteers as
passionate about a cause as
Cindy was for the SVWC.”

Lindsey Clark, 2019

Cindy always had great ideas, never being afraid to think outside the box. No matter how long her days were before coming
to a board meeting, she always brought a smile and infectious upbeat attitude.
It is not often that an organization is so blessed to have committed volunteers as passionate about a cause as Cindy was for the
SVWC and her community. It is still hard to believe that we won’t see her smiling face anymore. Cindy, you won’t soon be
forgotten
and thank you for all you have done for
the community.

y, Lindsey
Respectfull

In memory of Cindy Hertzler Green,
March, 1956 - February, 2019
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INVEST IN THE SVWC
THAT WAS THEN
Excerpt from SVWC 2016 Winter Newsletter
“WE ALL NEED SOMEWHERE WE CAN GO TO CONNECT WITH MOTHER NATURE; but we have to take
care of our environment and as long as we can do that we will have a place that is viable for us to enjoy.” emphasizes Clint
Branger former Professional Bull Rider and rancher from Roscoe, MT, “Sure bull riding was important to me, but not as
important as coming home to my family’s ranch and ensuring an unspoiled landscape that can be utilized and enjoyed for
generations to come.”
Officially formed in 2010 by local grassroots volunteers with a passion for ensuring the Stillwater Valley remains a pristine
watershed, the SVWC aims to maintain the rural quality of life for those who have been lucky enough to have discovered its
beauty and benefit to the soul. Realizing there aren’t second chances when it comes to our environment, we emphasize the
importance of utilizing the land properly to enhance natural resources so that future opportunities may exist.
With efforts focused on encouraging noxious weed control through cost-share programs, funding two separate river
assessment projects in the past three years, and sponsoring a major ditch renovation project, the steadfast SVWC board
envisions ongoing community education and outreach regarding land stewardship, water rights, and rural living. We will
continually endeavor to bring together public, private, and government resources, funding and grants to achieve our goals.
The Stillwater Valley is a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family. Ethel Pelton can affirm this as she watches the 6th
generation of Peltons work the same land she and her husband raised their family on, “I feel very blessed, not many
people have the opportunities that I have had.” The SVWC hopes our programs will enhance the quality of your life
just as they have for so many in the Stillwater Valley because we all must realize that the impacts go beyond today.

THIS IS NOW

SVWC Member!ip
2010-2019
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~2019 SVWC Memberships~

As we embark on a decade since SVWC’s inception! WE TRULY APPRECIATE the support over the years as we have
grown and developed as an organization. It is our hope that SVWC programs and opportunities will continue to
grown and enhance your watershed!

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Terry & Charlene Adams~Donna Allison**~John & Mary Alstad~Ronald Althoff~Anderson Family Trust~Arnold Green Meadow
Ranch~Tom Astle & Saralee Melnick~Earl & Diana Atwood~Linda Bay~Beartooth Ranch**~Beartooth Mountain Christian
Ranch~John Beers**~Butch Behrent**~Ron & Kay Berklund~Eugene & Holly Berquam~Susan Beug~Billings Police Protective
Assoc.~Birdhead HOA~Don & Patricia Black~Jim & LaVaun Black~Bill & Colleen Black~Brian & Toni Blaha~Ted & Shelley
Blazina~Sara Bollman~John Bostedt~Andrea Brainard**~Brad Braunberger~Bruce & Pamela Bricco~Richard & Karlene
Bridges~Pam Briggs~Ken & Jan Britton~Broken Horn Ranch**~Mike & Debra Buckley~Dan & Theresa Burkhart**~Kathy
Businger~Pat & Lois Butler~Mary Byron~Mike Campbell~Mike & Jeannie Cantrell~Kathy Cardiff~John & Laurie Carrel~Veronica
Carter~Kevin & Katrin Chandler~Bud & Becky Chenault~Kathleen Chochrane~R&L Clark~William & Melissa Collin~Jim & Bev
Coverley~Agens Cowan~Millard & Mina Cox~Rebecca Crocket~Richard & Virginia Cross**~Pat & Linda Cunningham~Don &
Nancy Dallas~Todd & Tanya Daniels~John Davis~Lee & Lynne Davis~Pieter & Michele DeGroat~Bob Delk~Deb DePietro**~Julie
Dickinson**~Jess & Cindy Donohoe~Paul & Cathy Donohoe~Torian Donohoe**~Vance & Deborah Drain~Alan & Amy
Drain**~Bryon Dingman~Ira Eakin~Gerald & Sara Eaks~Scott & Barb Edmundson~Terry & Shari Ekwortzel~Clarke & Sharon
Elliott~William Enright~Nate & Fay Espeland~Doug Ezell & Sharon Christianson~Harrison & Susan Fagg~Brian & Cynthia FaveroHeikes~Ron & Peggy Ferster**~Fishtail Basin Ranch**~Bill Flanagan~Chris Fleck~Ty & Jennifer France~Catherine Frazer~James
Frock~Eileen Gabel~Bob Gahagan~Todd & Gina Gahagan~Mick & Lynette Gainan~Rob & Kyra Gaskill~Karl Gaustad~Pete
Gaustad~Ray & Virginia Guthrie**~Anne Gunn & Mark Rapf~Beverly Hall**~Ardie & Anne Halvorson~Mark & Patty Hamilton~Bill
Hand~Bill & Betty Hart~Steve &Cheryle Harris~Jon & Kathryn Hartley~J.O. & Erica Hash~Dick & Patricia Heard~Dick Henry~Bob
Herronen**~Hertzler Ranch**~Gerald & Jeanette Heuer~Tom & Karen Heyneman**~Alex & Andrea Heyneman**~Bryann
Hill~Derek & Shawn Hinz~Lee Hitchner~John & Donna Hjelvik~Paul & D’Anne Holley~Eileen Howard~Shirley Howard & Terry
Robinson~Nick & Kaite Howes~Todd & Nancy Hutchins~Brian & NormaKay Irish~Gregg Jackson~Jerry & Deborah Jacobs~Tim &
Gail Janiak~Wanda Jenkins~Blaine Jensen~Nik & Connie Job**~Scott & Diane Johnson~Roger Johnston**~Ken & Peg Joki~Mark &
Mardy Jones~Tom & Maryann Jones~David & Sandra Joys~Pat & Charlotte Karnos~Mike Keene~Lainey Reynolds-Keene~Sean &
Richelle Kelly~Geoff Keller~Joel & Maryann Kemp~Noel & Penny Keogh**~Bob & Kathy Kirch~Paul & Mareen Klaboe~Lawrence
& Karen Klee**~Chris Koch~Michele Koch~Jim & Marilyn Kohles~Edward & Colleen Kriskovich~Frank Lamm~Bert Lane~Afton
Lamoreaux~Betty Lannen~Nels & Gail Larsen~Bob & Molly Larsen~Lazy Y Diamond Bar Ranch**~Tim & Pati Lechner~John &
Patricia Lesnick~David Leuthold~Raymond & Marge Lien~Brent & Michelle Lipp~Hank & Barb Lischer~Michael & Joanne
Louis~Darrel & Karen Luera~Robert & Virginia Lutz~Dave & Shelley MacAusland~Alice Madison~Hugh & Cedar Magone**~Webb
& June Mandeville~Marty Martin~Keith & Kathryn Martin~Bob & Shantell Martin~Edward Marshall~John Matovich**~Paul &
Donna McClure~Barbara McKay~Mike Michunovich~Tom & Barb Milligan~Merrilen Miller~Patti Miller~Pual & Peggy
Miller~Scott Mitchell & Barb Bryant**~Doug & Sheryl Moffett~Katherine Moler~Dave & Marge Molin~Mark Moser~Moses
Family**~Jack & Ann Mowell~Bill Muldoon~Elizabeth Murcko~Bill & Janice Mytton**~H. Peter Norstrand~Bob & Melinda
Northcott~Nye Community Church~Peter & Lynette Nygaard~Dale Orth~Tom & Angie Osborne~Lee & Mary Park~Thom Park &
Stephanie Reynolds~Charley & Jane Parker~Don & Tommye Parker~Bill & Janet Pascoe~Craig & Deborah Patrick**~Mark & Audrey
Paulson~Sandra Peck**~Stan & Cheryl Pelton~Lonnie & Helen Peterson~Seth Planichek~Rick & Joann Powell~Lowell & Ruth
Quenemoen~Judith Raines & David O. Kem~Kathleen Ralph~Howard & Lynette Randall~Marvin & Dorothy Ratcliff~Riddles Cliff
Assoc.~Alan Reeder~Greg & Sandi Rice~Ritter Properties~Doug & Anna Robinette~Andy & Reg Rockefeller**~Jean Rollwitz~Jim &
Lin Roscoe~Bill & Terri Routen~Cathy Ryerson~Tim Russell & Joyce Kelley**~Dave Sample~Janet Sanchez~Charles & Lana
Sangmeister~Olivia Sartori**~Ralph & Marlene Saunders~Betsy Scanlin~Gary Schaff~Tim & Deb Schaff~Tyrele & Karmel
Schaff~Frank & Debbie Schaner~John & Shirley Schatz~Stuart & Katharine Scherburne~Kurt & Kathy Schibler~Diana Scollard & JO
Miller~Werner & Debbie Siebert~Beverley Shaffer~Olaf & Helen Sherwood~Dick Sholley & Cathy Tobin~Bob & Gina
Slechta**~Arnold & Barb Smith~Pam Snowden~Mo & Orsi Sowards~Scott & Nancy Spiker~Terry & Carla Sprenger~Joan
Stadtmiller~Jim & Andrea Stampfel**~Lee & Betsy Steffanich~Marv & Lisa Sticka~Stillwater Ditch Co.~Richard Stockton~Amy
Stover~Jay & Virginia Sulser~Kathy Sulser~Dave & Jeanne Sutton~Tim Thompson~Darryl & Linda Thompson~Dorothy
Timmerman~Lynne Toribara**~Terri Torres~Dean Treptow~Hank & Linda Tuell~Randy & JayeCee Turpin~Mike Tvetene~Ron &
Fay Tvetene~Upper Keyser Creek Ranch Co.~Kurt & Donna VonNieda~Galen & Jeanine Walter~Colleen Weast~Kyle Weldon~Jim &
Laurie Wertman~Rick & Rita Westrum~Harold & Linda Wham~Patrick White~Lee Wilder**~Frank Willett & Arlene Boyd~Gordon
Williams & Gail Madler~Johnna Lee Williams**~Clyde & Sonja Windecker~Debra Winge & Mike Wilson~Ronda Winge~Tom &
Barbara Winkle~Van & Kitsy Wood~Wade Verke~Victor & Kathleen Yapuncich~Bruce & Theo Yanzick**~JM & Melissa Young

~Donations of $300 or Greater~

Absarokee Community Foundation~Nate & Fay Espeland~Cindy Green Memorial~Lazy Y Diamond Bar Ranch~Nye
Community Foundation~Tim & Debbie Schaff~Homer A. & Mildred S. Scott Foundation~Sidney E Frank Foundation~
Sibanye Stillwater Mining~Raymond & Marge Lien~Bruce Yanzick Memorials~Ranchwise~
Red Rooster Ranch Spraying~ Beartooth Stock Association~First Interstate Bank
**Denotes other 2019 SVWC cash donors

Membership for the new year begins after SVWC’s annual August fundraiser.
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STILLWATER VALLEY
WATERSHED COUNCIL
SVWC
PO Box 112
Absarokee, MT 59001
406.780.1249
svwc2010@hotmail.com
www.stillwatervalleywatershed.com
find us on Facebook!
"Coming together is a beginning, staying

together is progress, and working together
is success."

- Henry Ford

We are a volunteer group of local residents and interested
representatives working together to enhance the quality of our rural
Montana lifestyle by protecting, restoring and conserving our
abundant natural resources through good stewardship and
community involvement for this and future generations.

STILLWATER VALLEY
WATERSHED COUNCIL
COLUMBUS

ABSAROKEE

FISHTAIL
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