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OUR MISSION

We will provide an open
forum in which all interested
parties may work in a collabo-
rative effort to sustain our
rural quality of life and pro-
tect and enhance our natural
resources. We are committed
to research and educating our
Valley residents and the pub-
lic about our watershed and
the steps we can take to pre-
serve and maintain the integ-
rity of the river, the land and
the beauty of our Valley. We
will endeavor to bring to-
gether public, private and
government resources, fund-
ing and grants to achieve our
goals.
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Stillwater Valley
Watershed Council

Message from the Chairman, Bill Mytton

Spring has sprung with lots of
nice moisture to kick off the
growing season in the Stillwater
Valley Watershed. The most
exciting news for all of our
members is the hiring of
Lindsey Clark as the Stillwater
County Weed Coordinator,
filling the shoes of Jim Visser
who has moved into the same
roll in Yellowstone County al-
lowing him a shorter commute
from his home.  Welcome
Lindsey! Lindsey’s position will
greatly facilitate our ability as a
group to stay on top of every-
thing from grant money avail-
ability to the most effective and
new products to assist us with
our war on weeds in Stillwater
County. Lindsey will continue
as our Watershed Coordinator
as well.

The Council’s scope is definitely

expanding from our initial
grants received from the Rocky

Mountain Elk Foundation

(RMEF) and the Conservation
District (Watershed Planning
Assistance Grant), which helped
create the current Council and
brought
financial and professional re-

extremely important

sources to the area most im-

pacted by the 2006 Derby Fire.

We will continue to focus on
those areas and have requested
another grant from the RMEF
for additional weed work in
critical elk habitat not covered
by the first grant. Also, we now
have a very dedicated group of
small and large land owners
working with the Council. Their
latest efforts in the
awarding of our first grant from
the Absarokee
Foundation in the amount of
$2,000. This money will go to-
ward projects aimed at owners

resulted

Community

with smaller properties through
on the ground management
application for weed reduction
as well as educational efforts to

UPCOMING EVENTS

emphasize the importance of
every piece of private and public
land in the fight to keep this
watershed as ecologically healthy
as possible.

In addition, the Council is try-
ing to take a holistic look at the
watershed and its resources not
only through our weed reduc-
tion, but a concentrated effort of
working with land owners to
quality
throughout the entire watershed.

improve the water
Specifically, we have a commit-
tee assigned to work with private
property owners and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in an effort
to relocate or better buffer live-
stock concentration areas from
water run off.

Please help to get the word out
in order to keep our projects
moving forward. Thanks and
see you this summer.

Bill

May 18" — Board of Director Meeting @ Nye Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Open to the Public)

May 19" — Range & Dryland Crop Weed Management Seminar
June 4th — Watershed Tour

Mid-July — Small Landowner Spray Week
Mid-August — 4th Annual SVWC BBQ and Fundraiser




How the SVWC got its start.....

The Derby Fire impact zone has gained
attention by landowners, agency per-
sonnel and concerned sportspersons

lands. The SVWC has expanded from
the original goals of noxious weed con-
trol to looking at the entire watershed

(both large acreage and small lot owners)
along the Stillwater River and its tribu-
taries as well as the formation of numer-

and thus became the catalyst for the
development of the Stillwater Valley
Watershed Council (SVWC).  This
council was established when volun-
teers and other concerned citizens real-
ized that the impacts of the Derby Fire
reached beyond the burn zone and
included adjacent ranch and public

and taking a compre-  ous committees within the Watershed.

hensi h
ensive approach to Thus far our focus has been:

3 ”X’ the cause and effect
S C of land *

changes. i ]
This has resulted in e Improving the quality and supply of
water

increased participation
by government agencies, non-profit

Noxious weed control

e Mitigating fire by improving the

o . health of our forest
organizations and private land owners

Weeds, Weeds, and More Weeds......

It is that time of year again where those pesky weeds start to pop their heads up from the defrosted ground. With this, we must

think about controlling those little buggers before they get out of control! Below is a list of local applicators that are commercially

small!

available and licensed to help you tackle your infestations, no matter how large or

e Bob’s Noxious Weed Control-Bob Montgomery, Park City: 633.2070 or 366.0969
e Range Rider Land Management—Mike Larson, Reed Point: 780.0197

e Wacky Weed Warriors—the Keogh Family, Nye: 328.6285

e American Enterprises Inc—Ken Bechen, Absarokee: 328.4600

e BC Ranch Repair—Ben Wynthian, Fishtail: 328.4547

e Harwood Enterprises—John Harwood, Joliet: 962.9814

Weed Seed Free Forage, Why?
Noxious weed infestations have a destructive impact on the lands of Montana. Weeds displace native plant species, reduce bio-
logical diversity, increase soil erosion, decrease wildlife habitat as well as compromise recreational land value. Preventing the
spread of noxious weeds into our pristine back country is vital. In an effort to assure this, certified noxious weed seed free forage
is required when horses or pack animals are used on public land in Montana. Additionally, local, state and federal agencies and
public utilities are required to use certified weed free mulches, bedding materials and erosion control barriers.

The purpose of the Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage (NWSFF) program is to provide forage products, such as hay, cubes, pellets,
grain concentrates, or straw that are free of noxious weed seeds. In addition to the law requiring NWSFF on public lands, volun-
teer use of weed-free products on private land also is encouraged.

Forage products may be certified as free of Montana designated noxious weed seeds or can be certified as free of regional noxious
weeds. The North American Weed Management Association (NAWMA) Noxious Weed Free Forage program involves a number
of western states and one Canadian Province. This regional program provides the opportunity to transport forage products across
county, state, and national boundaries where noxious weed restrictions are in effect. This program is also a preventive measure to
reduce the introduction of regional "designated" noxious weeds onto private, county, state, and federal lands. For more informa-
tion visit the Montana Department of Ag’s Site:
agr.mt.gov/weedpest/nwsff.asp

Local Providers of Certified Weed Seed Free Hay:
Tim Schaff, Fishtail — 328.4272

Richard Popp, Park City — 633.2390

Dave Groff, Big Timber — 930.1628

Brett Todd, Big Timber — 932.6793




SVWC’s Cost-Share Opportunities—Sign Up Now!

Last year, the Watershed Coun-
cil received a $50,000 grant
from the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation to use for the con-
trol of noxious weeds within the
Watershed. Funding is still
available for cost share on
chemical and contractor ser-

vices.

What do I need to do?
If you would like to participate

and take advantage of this op-
portunity please fill out the
form on page 9. Mail it to PO
Box 112, Absarokee, MT 59019.

Where can I use the funds?

If you have greater than one
acre of land that is on or adja-
cent to elk habitat you are eligi-
ble. The SVWC will reimburse
to 50% of
chemical or contractor services,
not to exceed $1000. This is on

landowners up

a first come-first serve basis. The
RMEF grant expires in July so
all receipts must be received by
the SVWC no later than June
30.

Will a helicopter be in the area?

YES! If you have a large area of
land

weeds and it is difficult to reach

infested with noxious

by ground spray, we will have a
helicopter spray contractor in
the area in early to mid-June.
Depending on the size of the
infestation to be sprayed, the
cost is $15/acre.
Lindsey and schedule soon.

Please call

What about biological control?

We will be ordering 75 bug re-
leases used to control leafy
spurge. It is estimated that each
release will control 5 acres of
infested land. Releases can be
preordered and purchased for

$50 each. This is a huge savings
for you. Again, this is on a first
come, first serve basis. Once the
75 releases are spoken for the

price will increase to $90 each. Contact
AN uf 322.1106 to
? Fooa schedule the
28 4 helicopter spray
— L contractor OR
f:: & ' pre-order bug
o~ releases!
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Range & Dryland Crop Weed Management Seminar-May 19th

When: Thursday, May 19th

This opportunity is brought to you by:

Where: Columbus Fire Hall, 944 East Pike Ave

Schedule
8:309:00 Registration
9:009:50 Jane Mangold/MSU: Cheatgrass Biology
& Control in Range & CRP
9:50-10:35

Kent McVeigh/SARC: Crop Rotation

e MSU Stillwater County Extension

e Stillwater Valley Watershed Council

e Stillwater Weed District

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR CREDITS
EARNED and PRIVATE RECERTIFI-

Don’t Miss It/
May 19th

Private recertifica-
tion & pesticide
applicator credits
available!

Study
10:45-11:30 Pashant Jah/SARC: Weeds & Chemicals
11:30-12:30 Lunch provided
12:30-1:15 USDA Restriced Pesticide Record Keep-
ing

1:15—2:00 Mel Shumway: Dupont Chemical Rep

2:00-2:45 Monty Sullins/MT Dept. of Ag: Prairie
Dog, Gopher, Squirrel Control
2:45-3:30 Peter Kolb/MSU: Mountain Pine Beetle

in Montana

CATION APPLICATOR CREDITS
AVAILABLE

Next year is our recertification year—get

ahead of the game now!

Please, RSVP to the Extension Office by
Tuesday May 17th so we can get a head-

count for lunch.

Please RSVP to
the Stillwater
County Extension

Oftice 322.8035
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> Orange and Yellow Hawkweed are moving east into
Stillwater and Carbon Counties. These perennials
> have a shallow, fibrous creeping root system. The
L leaves are narrow and spatula shaped with fibrous
5 hairs. The stems can grow from 1 to 3 feet tall and
exude a milky substance if damaged. The flowers
range from yellow to red-orange petals. Dark brown to
< black seeds are produced with ridges and bristly
plumes. This highly invasive plant has been found in

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

the following locations:

" Trout Creek: Range 15E. 3S. Section 25
Hawkweed]

[Orange

West Rosebud: Range 17E. 6S. Sections 27, 28, 32
[Yellow Hawkweed]

WEW INVADER ALERT: Orange & Yellow Hawkweed

East Rosebud: Range 17E. 6S. Section 1 and 18E 6S
Section 31 [Orange Hawkweed]

Red Lodge Creek: Range 18E. 6S. Section 12 [Yellow

Hawkweed]

Beartooth Highway: Range 19E. 8S. Section 19 [Yellow
Hawkweed]

Please note that with the exception of the Beartooth
Highway location, the sites listed above have all been
identified in creek and river bottoms. These species
spread rapidly and landowners downstream of these areas
should be especially vigilant. As this is a new invader to
the region, we have the opportunity to slow and possibly
stop these species before they become a major threat.

Let’s not let this one “get away”!

| AREA MAP of
!Stillwater Valley Watershed Council




Yellow Starthistle Weed Watch Day 2011

Montana State University Extension and local weed districts will be holding a “Weed Watch Day” to
search for yellow starthistle plants in Stillwater County on Thursday, August 4, 2011. Yellow starthistle is
an invasive noxious weed that can displace native plants, inhibit recreational activities due to its thorny
spines, and cause chewing disease in horses. It is widespread in California, Idaho, Oregon and Washing-
ton, costing those states millions of dollars. In Montana it is the only Priority 1A species, meaning it’s
not established in the state and our management goals include

prevention, education, and eradica- tion if detected.

was found near Columbus,
ment staging area. Seed
heads may have been caught in the undercarriages of vehicles
and transported throughout the area. Careful monitoring
of the surrounding area is necessary to prevent yellow starthistle

from becoming established in our state.

While this patch in Columbus pre- sents a potentially enor-

mous challenge, we believe that with a well-coordinated,

concerted effort, and participation from people like you, Mon-
tana can face this challenge head on. We need eyes on the hills and boots on the ground to look for
this plant, and that’s why we’re asking for your help. The Yellow Starthistle Weed Watch Day is an

opportunity for you to help us look for this plant and report any additional sightings.

Below is the schedule for the Yellow Starthistle Weed Watch Day
7:45 AM. Meet at the City Park in Columbus, located across from the Columbus High School
(directions below), for coffee and pastries and to receive maps, gear, and instructions.
8:15 A.M. Depart in groups of 2 or more.
1:00 P.M. Meet back at the City Park to return GPS units and debrief. Then, we will enjoy a BBQ

lunch with other volunteers.

Directions: *The park is across from Columbus High School on 2™ St between 3rd and 4th Ave North.
From 190, take exit 408 for State Route 78 toward Columbus. Take the 1* right toward North
3" Street. Turn left onto North 3™ St and drive south for 0.3 miles. Turn right at East 4™ Ave
North.

If you are interested in participating in this event, please register. Registration forms are online at http://
www.msuextension.org/invasiveplantsMangold/extensionsub.html. Registration forms are also available
at the Stillwater County Weed District office. Alternatively, you can register over the phone by calling
Lindsey Clark at 406-322-1106.

Questions? Call Lindsey or send an email to lindseyclark@montana.net.

We hope to see you on August 4th!

“The education we
have received thus far
has been a fun
adventure! We have
learned that a
‘watershed’ is a term
used to describe an area
that is fed and nurtured
by a particular water
source, and that water
is the mainstay of any

. ”
environment.

Bud & Becky Chenault




Survival of the fittest. A
SVWC member’s home that
is still standing after the
2006 Derby Fire!

FIRELINE FIRE
PROTECTION
SERVICES will be
on hand June 4th,
at our 1st Annual
Watershed Tour to
answer your

questions!

STILLWATER

MiMIHG COEPFLET

Local Business Spotlight

It is time to prepare!

This winter has been a long
one in Montana, and has all of
us are longing for the long sum-
mer days and dry warm rays of
the sun. With that, will come
wildland fire season and it is
time to prepare! It
seems with morning
temps still lingering
in the 30’s, the
dusting of snow in
the mornings and
recent rains that
preparing for fire season is the
last thing on our minds. This
spring we will see a consider-
able amount of fine flashy fuels
that wild fires love. These fine
grasses are the easily ignited
fuels that fire needs to gain the
energy to grow and spread mak-
ing them hard for our firefight-
ers to control. As fire season
approaches here are a few tips
that can possibly make the dif-
ference to protect your home
and property from fire.

e  Make sure that your roads
and house numbers are clearly
marked and visible.

e Remove flammable vegeta-

tion and combustible material
from the roof, gutters, decks,
porches and around the struc-
ture to reduce ignition points
where flying embers will land.
Look for areas that snow drifts,
leaves, pine needles, dirt and
dust accumulate. These areas

P

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

are ember traps and give you
clues to potential ignition
points. Keep these areas clean!
Don’t forget about things like
lawn furniture, and welcome
mats.

e Limb up trees to 1/3 of
their height to reduce ladder
fuels, thin out crown spacing of
trees to open up the canopies,
remember to clean under your
decks and porches. It is very
helpful to screen them in to
help prevent embers and com-
bustible material to blow un-
derneath them.

e Make sure your chimney,
foundation, and attic vents are

screened.

e Move your firewood and
lumber stacks away from the
structures.

Following some simple guide-
lines can make the difference
for your home
to survive a

wildfire event.
Get  involved
and  support

your local fire
departments. Your friends and
neighbors that volunteer are
the first ones to respond when
smoke fills the air!

For more information please
contact your local fire depart-
ments and visit:

www.firelinefps.com
www.facebook.com/Firelinefps

Have a safe and enjoyable sum-
mer!

Travis S. Hansen

18 Benbow Rd.
Fishtail, MT 59028
Home (406) 328-6957
Cell (406) 780-0133

1st Annual Watershed & Mine Tour: Saturday, June 4th

In order to look forward, at the
goals of the SVWC, we must
look back on how far our prede-
cessor, Stillwater River Weed
Management Area (SRWMA),
and Stillwater Mining Company
have come in terms of reaching
their weed control and eradica-
tion goals. Educating the public
is a large part of this effort.

On Saturday June 4th the
SVWC and Stillwater Mine will

partner to provide a free tour to
the public.

The afternoon will be filled with
educational opportunities. Bring
your backpack sprayer to get it
calibrated and ready for the
Get
weeds in your area and HOW to

season. informed about
get rid of ‘em. And, learn about
how you can protect your prop-

erty from a wildfire.

Tour Schedule
Meet at Nye Fire Hall for

registration and overview

of the Stillwater Mine
Depart for the Mine tour

Learn about the progress
of the SRWMA

Lunch provided

Weed ID, Sprayer Cali-
bration, Fireline FPS,
Hertzler Pond Tour




SVWC Member Spotlight

I attended my first Stillwater
Valley Watershed Council
meeting in January 2010 when
I noticed that one of the
agenda items for that meeting
was your Summer Weed Pro-
gram. With a knapweed prob-
lem and summer on the way, |
needed information and ad-
vice on the subject.

After participating in several of
the Watershed Council’s edu-
cational meetings I felt 1 had
what I needed to start a man-

agement plan for the subdivi-
sion I live in. By the time
summer arrived, 80% of my
neighbors were actively partici-
pating.

I joined the Council because
preserving the Stillwater River
Watershed is important to me.
I appreciate the SVWC's dedi-
cation to educating the public
on the issues that affect it
The wide range of expertise
reflected in our membership is
evidence that this common

goal is bringing people and
resources together, working to
maintain the quality of the
river and the land in the wa-
tershed. I am proud to

be part of this effort.

N ancy Brown,

N ve, MT

HOW YOU CAN HELP....

Stillwater County is a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family. We hope this program will
help enhance the quality of your life. Respect your neighbors’ livelihood and property, and be aware

that your actions impact your neighbors, human and otherwise.

The Stillwater Valley Watershed Council relies on people like you to match project funds and pro-
vide essential operating support. In order for you to benefit from SVWC’s programs you are en-
couraged to become a member. Annual dues are $25.00.

Please consider donating to our non-profit, tax deductible organization.

Send membership or support to SVWC, PO Box 112, Absarokee, MT 59001.

WE ARE TRULY THANKFUL TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN OR ARE CONSIDERING A GIFT!

THANK YOU for your generous donations and membership contributions!

Memberships

Lonney & Diane Averil * John Beers * Theodore &

Shelley Blazina * John & Judy Bostedt * Stuart &
Pamela Briggs * Nancy Brown * Michael & Jeannie
Cantrell * Greg Mizen & Hermione Charlton * Bud
& Becky Chenault * Jerry & Sandy Crawford * Pat
& Linda Cunningham * Jerry Dell * Paul & Cathy
Donohoe * Terry & Eileen Ekwortzel * Ron & Peggy
Ferster * Bill Flanagan * Greg & Jan Frokjer * Char-
lie & Cindy Green * Beverly Hall * Bill & Betty Hart

* Alex Heyneman * Andrea Heyneman * Vern &

Avril Keller * Noel & Penny Keogh * James & Kath-
ryn Langston * Lawrence & Karen Klee * Bert Lane *
Michael & Joanne Louis * Jay McClanathan * Brian

McCormick * Bob McKinsey * Bill & Janice Mytton
* Sandra Peck * Howard & Lynette Randall * Marvin
& Dorothy Ratcliff * Doug & Anna Robinette * Tim
Schaff * Cleve Schuster * Roger & Cecilia Schwarz *
Olaf & Helen Sherwood * Jay & Ginny Sulser *
Harold & Linda Wham * Bruce & Theo Yanzick

Memorial Donations

+ IN MEMORY OF LYNNE JENSEN t
Stuart & Pamela Briggs
Vern & Avril Keller
James & Kathryn Langston
Bill & Janice Mytton
Marvin & Dorothy Ratcliff

( (

“The wide range of
expertise reflected in
our membership s
evidence our
common goals are
bringing people and
resources together all
working  to
the
quality of the river
and the land in the
watershed. I am
proud to be part of
this effort.”

Nancy Brown

while
maintain




LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION
$150.00 Prize to the Winner

Our Purpose: The hewly formed Stillwater Valley Watershed Council is a volunhteer group Of |oCal resi-
dents and interested representatives who are working together to enhance the quality of our rural Mon-
tana lifestyle by protecting, restoring and conserving our abuhdant hatural resources through good stew-
ardship ahd community involvement, for this and future generations. The watershed area begins at the
headwaters of the Stillwater Rjver, south of Nye, and encompasses the entire watershed basih surround-
ing Dean, Fishtail and Absarokee. Qur g0oals thus far are: a) contro|l uhwanted hoxious weeds inh the Still-
water Rjver corridor, b) improve the quality and supply of water in the Stillwater Rjver watershed and, C)
promote forest health.

How you can help: The Watershed Council is looking for artistiC youth, either an individual or group, to
create g /090 that represents our organization. The only stipulation is that the entries must be from a
youth (2011 graduating senior or younger), resident of Stillwater County.

What you do from here: In the box below draw your (0go idea. Please submit all entries to the Stillwater
Valley Watershed Council, PO Box 112, Absarokee, MT 59001. InClude your name, age, sChool ahd con-
tacCt information. The entry deadline is June 1%, 2011. Submissions will be judged by the public oh June ¢
at our 2 Annhual Watershed Tour held in Nye. If You have any questions contact Lindsey at 321.3355.




Stillwater Valley Watershed Council
Landowner Commitment Form

Landowner Name:

Address:

Telephone: Local Telephone:

E-mail address:

Stillwater County Property Location: (section/township/range, subdivision)

Approximate # of acres enrolled in the project:

Please check all that apply, sign and return.

I am interested in participating SVWC’s project.

The project I am interested in receiving assistance from is (i.e. corral relocation, spraying, bug releases, etc):

I do not wish to participate in the SVWC project but in doing so, recognize that I am required to comply with the
existing Montana Noxious Weed Law.

Yes, | want to join the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council. Enclosed is my $25.00 annual membership fee.

[ am already a member of the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council.

Please indicate your contact information and property location even if you do not wish to participate in the program.
This will let us know if we have made contact with all landowners.

Signature Date

Please return to:

Stillwater Valley Watershed Council
PO Box 112

S\]W C Absarokee MT 59001




STILLWATER VALLEY
WATERSHED COUNCIL

svwc
PO Box 112
Absarokee, MT 59001

Office: 406.322.1106
Cell: 406.321.3355
E-mail: SVWC2010@hotmail.com

We’re ALMOST on the Web:
www.stillwatervalleywatershed.com
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We are a volunteer group of local residents and interested
representatives who are working together to enhance the
quality of our rural Montana lifestyle by protecting, restor-
ing and conserving our abundant natural resources,
through good stewardship and community involvement for
this and future generations.

Stillwater Valley Watershed Councﬂ

ABSAROKEE FISHTAIL DEAN






